03/ 10/ 1997
Dr Mhappy with efforts to boost Asean-Mercosur ties

A. Kadir Jasin in Mntevideo (U uguay)

MONTEVI DEO (Uruguay), Thurs: Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
expressed firmhopes that consultations between Asean and Mercosur (Common
Mar ket of the South), would eventually lead to closer |inks between the
two regions.

He said he was happy to note that Asean and Mercosur had begun
consultations to find ways to strengthen cooperati on and economni c
i nteraction.

The nmenbers of Mercosur are Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. It
was established in 1991 under the Treaty of Asunci on.

Dr Mahathir said apart from having nuch to offer each other in terns of
technol ogy, market conpl enentarity, support and coordination at
international |evels on issues of commn concern, the closer |inks would
hel p keep the gl obal trading systemfrom being divided into exclusive
bl ocs.

The Prinme M nister was speaking at the official dinner held in his
honour by Uruguayan President Julio Maria Sanguinetti last night. Dr
Mahat hir arrived here at nidday yesterday for a two-day official visit.

The Prime M nister said such cooperation was inportant as there were
those who had a tendency to think only in ternms of their backyards and saw
other regions only as markets to be exploited, controlled and brought into
their own folds.

The world, Dr Mahathir said, had becone much too snmall for nations to
retreat behind cl osed econonic blocs | ed by powerful |eaders who dictated
terms to the rest of nenbers.

He said: "It is ny hope, therefore, that Mercosur and Asean will play a
historic role in helping to build bridges of trade, econom c cooperation
and nutual support between Latin America and Asia."

Touching on bilateral rel ations between Ml aysi a and Uruguay, the Prine
M ni ster said although it had grown significantly over the |ast few years,
the two countries still had a long way to go to forge the kind of econonic
relati onship that they both desired.

This, he said, was a slow process especially as it was very dependent on
the actions of their respective private sectors.

He, however, hoped that with the the appropriate | egal and
adm ni strati ve framework needed for trade and econom c cooperation having
been put in place, the private sectors of both countries would respond
positively.

He said the real task of building a solid econom c rel ationshi p nust
rest with the private sector

"Let me assure you, M President, that | amdeternm ned to encourage and
support the Ml aysian private sector involved in Uuguay to try to the
fullest extent of its capabilities," he said.

He, however, admitted that there m ght be m stakes and del ays as
Mer cosur was a new region for Malaysia and its busi nessnen.

"But | amconfident that the Ml aysian private sector will bring to our
relati onship the sane tenacity and resourceful ness that helped it to
transformthe Mal aysi an econony into a powerhouse in Asia," he said.

Soon after his arrival from Santiago, Chile, the Prime Mnister and his
of ficial delegation held a neeting with President Sangui netti.

At the sane tinme, the Mal aysi an busi ness del egati on acconpanyi ng the
Prime M nister was briefed by U uguayan M nister for the Econony Luis



Mosca, at Victoria Plaza Hotel where the Mal aysian visitors are staying.

Today, Dr Mahathir held a breakfast nmeeting with Uruguayan busi nessnen
and | ater received the keys to the Gty of Montevideo.

Speaki ng at the function, Prime Mnister said Malaysia would be happy to
cooperate with the Montevideo city adm nistration and provide training in
a nunber of relevant fields under the Ml aysia Technical Cooperation
Pr ogr anme.

In a visit to the Uruguayan suprene court, Dr Mhathir shared sone of
hi s thoughts on the judiciary with the judges.

He said it was often forgotten that a prerequisite for devel opnment was a
judicial systemthat understood and supported the aspirations of the
peopl e for both devel opment and justice.

"Justice wi thout devel opnent will |eave us inpoverished and at the nercy
of other nations," he said, adding he had al ways argued that poverty was
the greatest injustice of all.

On the other hand, he said, devel opnent without justice could not be
sustained in the long run

"And so | believe that the challenge for the judiciary, particularly in
t he devel opi ng countries, is to be supportive of and responsive to both
the denmand for justice and for devel opnent in equal neasure," the Prine
M ni ster said.

( END)
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