21/ 01/ 1997

Dr Minvites Japanese conputer-based conpanies to invest in MSC
applications

Cal vin Goh in Tokyo

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad yesterday expressed the hope
that Japanese investors will consider participating in one or nore of the
seven specific applications in Malaysia's Miltinedia Super Corridor.

The applications are el ectronic government, SMART schools and di stance
| earning, telenedicine, a single nulti-purpose card, governnent and
financial application, borderless marketing and customer care, and
wor | dwi de nmanuf act uri ng webs.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here on Sunday fromthe United States where he
|l ed a mission to woo high technol ogy conput er-based conpanies to join the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, was speaking at the Tokyo I nvestor Conference
on the MSC at Ckura Hotel, where he is staying during his three-day
wor ki ng visit.

"I hope you will consider participating in one or nore of these
(applications) by locating in Cyberjaya," he said, adding that Ml aysi a
woul d al so wel cone their experience and capital as an investor in
Cyberj aya.

Cyberjaya is a garden city within the MSC, which is being designed to
provi de t he physical and pyschol ogi cal spaces needed for contenplation,
creativity and rel axati on.

"I't will be built around a new Miul ti nmedia University. The first phase of
Cyberjaya will be open in 1999," Dr Mahathir said.

He added that it would provide top-quality intelligent buildings,
mul ti medi a enterprise estates, residential housing, |leisure and recreation
facilities and state-of-the-art supporting infrastructure.

The MSC is a 15km by-50km 1 ong corridor that runs fromthe world's
tallest building, the Kuala Lunpur City Centre, to what will be the
region's largest airport at Sepang when it opens next year.

"The MSC wi Il have the best physical infrastructure that can be offered
in the world," he said.

There will also be rapid train links to Kuala Lunpur, a SMART- hi ghway
and two new intelligent garden cities.

The first is Putrajaya, the adm nistrative capital where nost of the
gover nment departnents will be situated beginning with the Prine
M ni ster's Departnment next year

The other is the neighbouring Cyberjaya.

Dr Mahathir also said that no other country was even consi dering
anything simlar to the MSC project.

"W are not adapting a new concept to an existing area; we are building
and installing the latest on a huge greenfield site designed to realise
the full potential of the nultinedia.

"W do not see the multinedia nmerely as a new type of information
technol ogy but rather as a tool to create a know edge- based society as
wel |l as harvest its potential economic, social and cultural rewards."

He al so said that one of the 10 Multi nmedi a Devel opnent Cor poration
offices to be opened in the world over the next two years would be in
Tokyo.

The MDC is a fully enpowered one-stop shop and wi |l manage and nar ket
t he MSC.

The Tokyo I nvestor Conference was organi sed by N ppon Tel egraph &

Tel ephone Corp and was attended by about 40 senior executives of Japanese



conpani es.

They i ncluded Matsushita Electric Industrial Co. Ltd director Katsuro
Sakaki bara; Furukawa El ectric Co. Ltd executive vice-president Tsugtonu
| keda; Sharp Corporation executive director Buheita Fujiwara; Sony Corp
board menber Toshiyuki Yamada, and Bank of Tokyo-M tsubitshi Ltd managi ng
di rector Ryuichi Chno.

Dr Mahathir al so chaired a cl osed-door round-tabl e conference attended
by 25 chi ef executive officers of top Japanese el ectroni c conpani es.

They i ncl uded Sony Corp. president and COO Nobuyuki |dei; NEC Corp.
chai rman Dr Tadahi ro Seki noto; Casi o Conmputer Conpany Ltd president Kazuo
Kashi o; Sharp Corp president Haruo Tsuji; Sum tono chairman Tomich
Aki yama, and Sega Enterprises Ltd president Hayao Nakayama.

Dr Mahathir also net individually with several Japanese corporate
| eaders.

They were Hiroshi Araki, president of Tokyo El ectric Power Co. Ltd;
Kor et sugu Kodanm, president of Japan International Devel opnent
Organi sation; M noru Miurofushi, president and CEO of Itochu Corporation;
Sumitonp's Akiyama and its president, Kenji M yahara, and NTT president
Jun-ichiro Myazu

Earlier, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had received an overwhel ningly
positive response fromthe entertai nment conpanies in southern California
and the high technol ogy conpanies in Silicon Valley on devel opi ng the MsSC
during his visit |ast week.

He al so said he received "excell ent suggestions" from nenbers of the
I nternational Advisory Panel to the MSC. He chaired the inaugural neeting
of the AP at Stanford University in Santa Cl ara, about an hour's drive
from San Franci sco, |ast Thursday.

The AP is a group of |eading CECs of global technol ogy conpani es and
international nultinedia experts who will advise the Prinme Mnister on how
to create a world-best environment for the nultinmedia in the MSC

Last Friday in the US, he said the MDC woul d al so have an office in
Silicon Valley.

At a Press conference yesterday afternoon for the Japanese and Mal aysi an
medi a, Dr Mahathir sai d Japanese conpanies were wel come to set up their
offices in the MSC - whether to create content for nultinedia, to carry
out research and devel opnent or to provide or devi se new educati ona
material for use through the multinedia.

These were areas in which Malaysia would |ike to see the invol venrent of
Japanese conpanies in the MSC, he said in response to a question by a
Japanese reporter.

To anot her question, he said Japanese conpani es had thus far seened to
show a keen interest in the MSC and a nunber of Japanese corporate | eaders
who net himpersonally al so expressed strong support for the project.

They found the provision of the law, policies and practices in the MSC
conducive to their participation, he added.

Al so present at the Press conference was NIT president Myazu who said
that the NIT, which was involved in the MSC project, would like to do
everything it could to hel p devel op the project.

( END)



	Dr M invites Japanese computer-based companies to invest in MSC applications (NST 21/01/1997)

