17/ 01/ 1997
Dr Mneets heads of top IT firns

Zainul Ariffin in San Francisco

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad had a private neeting on
Wednesday with the heads of three | eading United States information

t echnol ogy conpani es, which i ndustry observers say is a positive sign for
Mal aysi a' s anbi ti ous Miul ti nmedi a Super Corridor project.

He net individually with the CEO of Mcrosoft Corporation Bill Gates,
the chairman of G sco Systens |Inc, John Chanbers and CEO of Netscape Corp
Janmes Barksdale in Santa Clara, California, about an hour's drive from San
Franci sco. Sources said the fact that the businessnmen had conme to neet Dr
Mahat hir was significant as it indicated their seriousness and comn t nent
to the MSC

The three have been naned nenbers of the International Advisory Panel of
t he MSC.

The advi sory panel, which will convene its first neeting with Dr
Mahat hir on Thursday, wi |l be nmade up of heads of 30 | eadi ng edge
conpanies in information technol ogy. Twenty-six of those named will be
attendi ng t he neeting.

The day-1ong cl osed-door neeting, to be held at Stanford University,
will also include discussion on the devel opnent of the MSC as well as a
"wal kt hrough" of the project.

The 30-nmenber | AP is chaired by Dr Mahat hir and al so i ncludes Miltinedia
Devel opnent Corporation executive chairman Tan Sri Dr Ot hnman Yeop
Abdul | ah.

The primary responsibility of the | AP nenbers is to provide advice and
counsel to the Prine Mnister and the Ml aysi an Governnment on strategic
i ssues related to the MSC.
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