16/ 01/ 1997

Dr M named recipient of King Faisal Prize

LOS ANGELES, Wed: Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad has been
nanmed the 1997 recipient of Saudi Arabia's King Faisal International Prize
for his services to Islam

Dr Mahathir, who is here to pronote Mal aysia's Miltinmedi a Super
Corridor, told newsnen he will nost probably go to Riyadh in March to
accept the award.

He received the news via tel ephone in Beverly Hlls and was | ater faxed
a nessage fromthe award foundation

The fax noted that the Prine Mnister is a widely respected statesman
whose policies have fostered cl ose rapport anong Muslins and non- Musl i ns,
enabling himto | ead the nation to econon c success.

Al so nentioned was his leading role in the setting-up of several Islamc
institutions such as the International Islamc University and an |Islamc
bank.

Commenting on the award | ater, he told newsnen of his surprise in being
naned as this year's recipient, saying that there are others who deserve
it.

He said there is a growing realisation of Malaysia's success in
devel oping itself while being adm nistered through an |slam c governnent.

"The country has becone an exanple for those whose popul ati on are of
various faiths," he said.

The success has made Mal aysia believe nore that it is followi ng the
proper Islamc way of governance, he said, adding that the award is also a
recognition that what the Umo-|ed Governnment is doing is in accordance
with the religion.

At the least, it shows that a nation where the holy Islamc city of
Mecca is | ocated recogni ses Mal aysia's success while keeping to the
| sl ami ¢ teachi ngs, he added.

He said Mal aysia must continue to progress, to show the world that Islam
is appropriate even in current situations and can even lead a nation to
success.

On the use of multimedia to counter negative views on the religion, he
sai d while Mal aysi ans have taken the initiatives to answer criticisns of
the religion in the Internet, it is not being done in an organi sed manner

Mal aysi a nmust have an organi sed structure, specially to correct whatever
m sinterpretati ons and m sconcepti ons others may have of the religion, he
added.

The award consists of a certificate, a medal and US$200, 000 (US$1 =
RM2. 45). Since its inception in 1979, there has been 118 recipients from
32 countries. It is awarded for various categories, nanely services in
Islam Islanic studies, nedicine and science.
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