17/ 06/ 1997
Dr Moffers Mal aysian expertise for Lebanon's reconstruction

Farush Khan in Beirut

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad has of fered Ml aysi an
expertise to Lebanon in the reconstruction of the country after a
prol onged civil war.

"W do not know what role we can play in the reconstruction of Lebanon,
but I have with ne a nunber of Ml aysi an businessnmen famliar with the
econom ¢ and physical rehabilitation of a country,” he said at the state
banquet on the occasion of his official visit to Lebanon yesterday.

The Prinme Mnister said many of the nenmbers of his delegation and their
conpani es had played a key role in the econom c transformation of
Mal aysi a.

"W hope they can be given an opportunity to participate in returning
Lebanon to its former glory as the prem er business centre of West Asia."

He sai d Lebanese prosperity would not only contribute to the well-being
of the region, but also to Ml aysi an busi nessmen who wi shed to trade and
i nteract economcally with Lebanon.

"The renowned entrepreneurial spirit of the Lebanese people and their
determination to help the country resune its traditional role as a dynamc
commercial and cultural centre for the entire region is sufficient for
Mal aysia to want to participate in its reconstruction. We trust there is
excel l ent scope for our two peoples to work together."

"Qur experience convinces us that the concept of partnership through
coalition and networking anong the various ethnic and religious groups is
a key elenment in building a vibrant and tol erant society,” he added.

There coul d be strength in diversity, but it nust be seriously and
sincerely nurtured over tinme, he said.

"W in Mal aysia believe in sharing what we have rather than trying to
take all for ourselves, only to destroy the prize conpletely in the
process. W are confident the people of Lebanon woul d want to share what
is left rather than destroy everything once again."

This is the first official visit by a Malaysian Prinme Mnister to
Lebanon, which is anong the first countries wi th which Ml aysia
established diplomatic relations following its i ndependence in 1957.

Mal aysi a established a trade office in Lebanon's capital, Beirut as
early as 1968.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a under st ood and synpat hi sed with the pain and
deprivation that the people of Lebanon had suffered because of the
prol onged civil war which was ai ded and abetted by foreign interests.

"From bei ng one of the world's nost sophisticated centres of commerce
and culture, it is sad and regrettabl e that Lebanon has been reduced to a
scarred battlefield.

"W are, however, inmpressed that Lebanon has begun in earnest to rebuild
itself and is determned to |l ay the foundati on for durable peace, both at
honme and in the region."

He congratulated Prime Mnister Rafic Hariri for his strong | eadership
and si ngl e-m ndedness in | eadi ng the Lebanese people in the i mense task
of reconstruction

The Prime M nister al so spoke on Mal aysia's success in tapping the
dynam smof its private sector and utilising private capital to serve the
national interest.

He said Mal aysia believed there could also be a "snart partnership"
bet ween governnents, nations and regions.



He expl ai ned that Ml aysia's national policies, whether econonic or
trade, were designed to "prosper our nei ghbours" rather than inpoverish
them

"Poor nei ghbours create probl ens. Ri ch nei ghbours nmake good trading
partners."

Per haps, he said, Wst Asia would like to experinent with this approach
Stressing on the need for peace and good nei ghbourliness, Dr Mahathir
sai d Mal aysia sinply coul d not countenance aggressi on by anyone, whet her

friend or foe.

"In West Asia, Israel nmust realise that the threats it perceives are a
di rect consequence of its own action.

"Any country that forcibly takes over |and and property bel onging to
others, that destroys other people's dwellings to erect its own
settl ement, cannot be said to be sincere in wanting peace."

Mal aysia, he said, fully synpathised with the people of Lebanon as their
| ands had been taken away fromthem

It al so supported United Nations resolution 425 and considered its
i npl ementation as being the only suitable and acceptable way for the
est abl i shnent of peace in Lebanon.

(Resolution 425 calls for an unconditional Israeli wthdrawal fromthe
strip of land in southern Lebanon that it has occupied since 1978 as a
sel f-declared "security zone" to prevent guerilla attacks on northern
I srael.)

The Prime Mnister said the current |sraeli governnent nust al so honour
comm t nents nade by the previ ous government.

"If a new governnent scuttles sol etm undertaki ngs by the previous
governnent, how do you conduct international relations? Peace can only
come about with sacrifice," he said.
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