14/ 04/ 1997
Dr Mopens the Marl boro Mal aysia Grand Prix '97

Fadzi| Gnazali

I T WAS not the usual slow Sunday at Shah Al am yesterday. There was intense
excitenment as international high-powered bike riders went agai nst each
other for various crowns in this year's Wrld Mtorcycl e Chanpi onship

Seri es.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad officiated at the first
|l eg of the event - the Marl boro Malaysia Grand Prix '97 - at the Shah Al am
Circuit in Selangor.

Dr Mahathir pressed the button in the official box to mark the opening
of the first leg of the world chanpi onshi p.

There were sone show and dance routines before riders were given the
chance to tame the 3.5km Shah Alamcircuit's tricky curves.

Entertainers in the hal f-an-hour show i ncl uded bands from Ml aysi a
Airports Berhad and the Royal Mal aysia Police, pom pom dancers and chi ngay
per f or mers.

It was a good norning for spectators to witness the race as the tropica
heat was absent due to the presence of thick clouds. But the on-and-off
drizzl e yesterday, possibly nade the circuit nore chall engi ng than
expected for riders.

The day's events started with the 125cc category. This was foll owed by
t he 250cc and 500cc categories, respectively. The favourites contendi ng
for the 500cc crown included M chael Doohan, Kenny Roberts Jr and Jean
M chel Bayl e.

Max Biaggi and Ralf Wal dmann are anong the attractions for the 250cc
crown, and Garry McCoy and |Ivan Goi for the 125cc title.

The Mal boro Mal aysia Grand Prix '97 al so saw the debut of the Mddenas
KR3 - a high-tech GP 500 notorcycle devel oped in a joint progranme between
the Marl boro GP team and the national notorcycle manufacturer

Dr Mahathir, also the patron for the Ml aysian GP, said in his address
on the souvenir programre that he is confident such an event will help to
pronote and devel op notor sports in Ml aysia.

"The presence of top world riders, who will display their skills in
conmpetitive riding at the Shah Alamcircuit, will encourage strong support
frominternational and | ocal nmotor sports enthusiasts,” he added.

Meanwhi | e, MAB chairman Tan Sri Basir Ismail said in his address in the
souvenir programe that the conpany | ooks forward to organising nore world
nmot or sport chanpi onships in the future.

The event saw the conpany's first involvenent in the Ml aysian G and
Prix.

Mal aysi a started hosting the Marl boro Mal aysian Grand Prix in 1991, then
organi sed by SAVP Sdn Bhd.
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