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Dr M proposes council for |IT devel opment

Fadzi| Gnazali

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has proposed the setting up
of a special council that will forrmulate strategi es and a vision of
integrated i nformation technology (I T) for the public sector.

The council, which could be called Governnent IT and I nternet Counci
(Gtic), aims to make IT a culture in the public sector.

Anong the itens that can be included in its ternms of reference are
pl anni ng and determ ning safety neasures and proper standards to be used,
he sai d.

It will also supervise and nonitor the use of Internet in the public
sector. This is critical in view of the exposure that Internet use could
bring since it is open.

Furthernore, the Governnment has deci ded not to have any policy to censor
the contents of information available on the Internet, he said at the
Prime Mnister's Quality Award cerenpny held in Kuala Lunpur yesterday in
conjunction with the opening of the National Electronic Governnent
Synposi um

Dr Mahathir said the Ml aysi an Admi ni stration Mderni sati on Pl anni ng
Unit, as the main agency responsible for IT devel opnent in the public
sector, can look into the possibility of setting up such a council

At present, the country has the National |nformation Technol ogy Counci
to fornulate policies and strategies for I T devel opnent and applicati ons,
particularly in the area of pronoting IT industries and links with the
private sector.

Dr Mahathir said the I T-inclined paradigmshift in econony and
admi ni strati on undertaken by the Governnent at present requires the
i nvol vement of all parties.

"Changes that will occur are not going to be small but will touch our
entire way of living, either at the office or at hone; in official matters
or personal. In short, these changes require the practice of a new
culture, nanely IT culture. This culturisation process will take a | ong
time, but it nust be started with confidence and proper planning. Each
person invol ved nust be assured that the changes are good and will benefit
them their organisations and, subsequently, the nation,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said there are at | east two main groups which are the main
targets of government efforts to make IT a culture. The first is those who
operate I T applications and the second, consumners.
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