08/ 05/ 1997
Dr Mreceives South Africa's highest award

Har dev Kaur in Cape Town

CAPE TOMNN, Wed: Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad received The
Order of Good Hope Class 1: Gand Cross (Gold) from South African

Presi dent Nel son Mandela in recognition of his personal efforts and
contributions towards inproving the well-being of the people of South
Africa.

The award, the third to be bestowed on Dr Mahathir this year, is also in
recognition of the Prime Mnister's exceptional and inval uable
contribution to the pronotion of friendly relations between the two
countri es.

In March, Dr Mahathir received Saudi Arabia's King Faisal |International
Award, and | ast nmonth, Kuwait bestowed upon himthe Mibarak Al -Kabir Meda
of Honour.

The citation of the | atest award says in view of his efforts, Dr
Mahat hir "deserves the respect and recognition of the Republic of South
Africa"

In a short and sinple cerenony at the steps of the President's officia
resi dence, Cenanendal, Dr Mahathir joins the list of recipients of the
hi ghest South African award whi ch honours citizens of other countries.

Previ ous recipients include Enperor Aki hito of Japan, Queen Elizabeth
1, Queen Beatrix of The Netherl ands, Presidents Francois Mtterrand and
Jacques Chirac of France, President R G Migabe of Zi nbabwe, and President
Ki m Young- sam of Sout h Kor ea.

Mandel a | ater hosted a |lunch in honour of Dr Mahathir

The citation adds that the award is "an indication of the respect and
appreciation of the Government and the people of South Africa".

It says Dr Mahathir has been a | ongstandi ng supporter of the struggle
for denocracy by the people of South Africa and "has rmade an inportant
contribution to this struggle in the international arena.”

The Prime M nister was the first head of governnent to personally
congratul ate President Mandela on his election in 1994. Since then, Dr
Mahat hir has "tirel essly pronoted cl ose bonds of friendship between the
peopl es of South Africa and Ml aysi a".

The "nunber one sal esman and the chanpi on of Ml aysi a", Dr Mahat hir has
been a consistent and strong advocate of closer involvement by Ml aysian
busi nessnen in the South African econony.

Mal aysi a has enmerged in three short years as the fourth | argest foreign
investor in South Africa as well as a major trading partner. According to
the citation, this has been largely due Dr Mahathir's "personal conm tnent
and confidence in South Africa's future".

Mal aysi an i nvestments in South Africa include those in the oil and gas
i ndustry by Petronas, tel ecomunications busi ness by Tel ekom Mal aysi a,
property and hotel projects, and banking.

In fact, after the cerenony, Dr Mahathir officiated the opening of
"Serting House", a building owned by a Mal aysi an i nvestor.

The citation also says that Dr Mahathir "has been and still is a source
of inspiration to the devel opi ng world" through his | eadership in the Non-
Al'igned Movenent, the United Nations and other international foruns.

He has al so aligned hinself fully with South Africa in the pronotion of
Sout h- Sout h cooper ati on.

Paying tribute to Dr Mahathir's efforts in devel opi ng Mal aysi a, the
citation says that the Prine Mnister "initiated and successfully



i npl emented a programe of pronoting equal opportunities and recognition
in Malaysia's nulti-ethnic society, while maintaining econom ¢ growh".
Mal aysi @' s success and achi evenents serve as an exanple to South Afri ca.
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