17/ 12/ 1997

Dr Mto nmeet Ghapur to discuss resignation

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
he woul d meet Merotai Assenbl yman Dat uk Abdul Ghapur Salleh this week to
find out why he had resigned as Sabah's Deputy Chief M nister and Fi nance
M ni ster.

"I will nmeet himthis week. Until today, | don't know the reason why he
resigned. I want to know if he has a reason,"” he said during the Asean
I nformal Surmmit here.

Asked whet her the resignation would affect the rotation systemfor the
Chief Mnistership in Sabah, Dr Mahathir said he could not tell yet. "W
have to find out why he resigned first."

Asked how he felt about Ghapur's resignation, the Prime M nister
replied: "I don't know what | feel because | don't know why he resigned."

Ghapur, who is on | eave, announced his resignation |ast Saturday, citing
"personal problens" and failure to performhis duties entrusted to him

H s resignation as Deputy Chief Mnister and Finance M nister would take
effect on the last day of his | eave on Thursday, while his resignation as
Sabah Umo deputy chief took effect on Sunday.

In Tanmparuli, Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said Chapur's
resignation woul d be di scussed at the weekly State Cabi net neeting
t onmor r ow.

He said he had communicated with Dr Mahathir and Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahi mon Chapur's resignation but declined to
el abor at e.

On whet her Ghapur's resignation had jeopardised the i mage of the State
Bari san Nasi onal, he sai d:

"H's resignation has certainly given rise to some specul ation but I am
sure when the dust has settled it would appear that the inmage of the State
BN has remmai ned i ntact,"” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Ummo acting secretary Datuk Masidi Manjun called on
|l ocal Umo | eaders to refrain frommaki ng "specul ati ve" statenents about
Ghapur' s resignation.

He said if there was a need to nake statenents, it nust reflect the
political maturity of Umo | eaders.

He said Umo nmenbers shoul d place their full confidence in the party
president, his deputy and in State Umo |iaison chief Datuk Gsu Sukamto
handl e the matter.
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