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Dr Mto | ead MSC roadshow to Europe

Kamar ul Yunus

FOLLOW NG t he success of the first Multimedi a Super Corridor (MSC)
roadshow in the US and Japan in January, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is expected to undertake anot her pronotion blitz of the
project in May. This time, his destination will be Europe.

Mul ti medi a Devel opment Corp (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hnman
Yeop Abdul I ah, however, said the exact dates and countries are yet to be
det er m ned.

"W have not confirnmed the |ocations yet. Probably ... the central of
i ndustrialised Europe and its nei ghbouring countri es.

"We will also discuss other related nultinmedia activities during the
roadshow," he told reporters in Kual a Lunmpur yesterday after briefing
Croatian Prime Mnister Zl atko Matesa on the progress of MSC and the role
of MDC.

During the first roadshow, the MSC held its International Advisory
Panel 's inaugural neeting in California in the US

In anot her rel ated devel opnent, Gthman said MDC will organi se a two-day
brai nstorning session in Langkawi this week to discuss the inplenentation
of the MSC project.

It is understood that the neeting will involve various government
agenci es, privatized conpani es and the private sector.

At the sane tine, G hman said the task force to oversee the
i mpl ementati on of the project, headed by MDC, is working on the
i npl ementation of three of the flagship applications nanely el ectronic,
smart school and tel emedi ci ne. The teamconpri sed a team of dedi cated
staff fromuniversities and industries.

"They are working full tine. We hope to conplete our study on these
three flagship applications by June.

"The next step will be to design the standards and identify pilot
projects as well as draw out the specifications for the proposal,” he
added.

O the three flagship applications, G hman said Dr Mahat hir has directed
that el ectroni c government should be given high priority.

"This is because the Governnment wants Putrajaya (the adm nistrative
compl ex) to be conpleted by Septenber next year. This is a pilot project
that has high inpact on the public as well as the business comunity," he
added.

On MDC s plan to set up offices overseas, Ghman Yeop said it will not
only be located at the Silicon Valley in California but other countries
such as in Japan and Canada

"But our priority is the Silicon Valley because it is the hub for
mul ti media activities. Besides Japan, other proposed centres include
Vancouver, Toronto and Massachusetts," he said.

The offices will be established in stages, which will take between five
to six years. In the neantine, MDC may use facilities at Ml aysian
External Trade Devel opnent Corp's overseas offices and enbassies to
facilitate applications to participate in the MSC

On enquiries received, G hman said so far, nore than 400 conpani es have
submtted their application to participate in the MSC

Most of the enquiries are mainly fromthe US, Japan, Canada, Europe and
| ocal companies. There are also enquiries fromAustralia and Si ngapore, he
added.



Earlier, Matesa said he is inpressed with the MSC devel opnent,
describing it as Malaysia's windowto the future.

Mat esa said the MSC devel opment will serve as a guideline for Croatia
for its future devel opnent.

"Despite the fact that we are a small country in ternms of popul ation, we
al so provide incentives such as in Ml aysia to devel op research and
devel opnent, " he added.

Bernama reports: Audit firmPrice Waterhouse will sponsor a briefing on
the MSC and gl obal technol ogy trends, both current and futuristic, on
March 13 in Kual a Lunpur.

Price Waterhouse, in a statement rel eased i n Kual a Lunpur yest erday,
said a session entitled "A Look Into The Future” will be | ed by MDC
executive chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah and the Mal aysi an
Institute of Mcroel ectronic Systems (M nos) Bhd president and chi ef
executive of ficer Tengku Datuk Dr Mohd Azzman Shari f f adeen.

The briefing will also feature presentati ons by a panel of Ml aysian and
i nternational technol ogy experts and will be co-hosted by MDC and M nps.
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