28/ 07/ 1997

Dr Mto noderate cl osed-door session tonorrow

PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wi Il noderate a cl osed-door
di al ogue session on Tuesday anobng heads of state and governnent attendi ng
the Third Langkawi |nternational Di al ogue.

He is expected to touch on Mal aysia's experience in privatisation and
the constructi ve engagenent of the people, which has made such a policy a
success.

Besi des delivering a keynote address at the opening of the dial ogue
today, the Prine Mnister will also nbderate a dial ogue session on
t echnol ogy for emergi ng economi es.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mand the Econom c Advi ser
to the Governnent Tun Daim Zai nuddin will al so noderate two separate
di al ogue sessions with the heads of state and government.

Briefing reporters on the event, LID'97 joint chairman Tan Sri Taj udin
Ram i said many heads of Government had shown interest in |earning the
secrets behind the success of Malaysia's privatisation concept.

He said Mal aysia had shown that privatisation need not necessarily
i nvol ve the | ayi ng-off of workers.

"On the contrary, the privatised conpanies not only grewin strength but
in the process al so made profits."

Al so present were the other joint chairman, Dr Kenneth Gray, LID "' 97
joint secretary Tan Sri Dr Orar Abdul Rahnman and the Ml aysi an | ndustry-
CGovernnent Group for H gh Technol ogy chi ef executive, Dr Ahnmed Tasir Lope
Pi hi e, anong ot hers.

The t hree-day di al ogue, attended by sone 350 participants, including
several Heads of CGovernnent, is organi sed by M ght and the Commonweal th
Part nership for Technol ogy Managenent.

Describing this year's dial ogue, thened "Smart Partnership in Action" as
havi ng nade a quantumleap in the pronotion of the smart partnership
concept, Tajudin said this could be judged fromthe manner the subject was
addressed by partici pants.

"When the first dial ogue was held in 1995, al nbost everyone was asking
what the concept was all about. But now, they are tal king about ways to
enhance it."

Taj udi n said anbng ot her areas of interest to many partici pants were on
regional growth areas and co-operative framewor ks beyond national borders,
especially anong the snmall states.

Omar said the highlight of LID'97 would be the sharing of experiences
and devel opi ng new perspectives through i nteractive sessions.

"No one is here to inpose their ideas or views on others but to add and
nurture the smart partnership concept."

He said the different culture and systens of participants necessitated
t he experiences and know edge acquired to be applied according to their
particul ar environment and capabilities.
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