26/ 11/ 1997

Dr Mto open Asean financial conference

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad is due to open a conference
entitled Asean Financial Initiatives for the 21st Century, to be held from
Dec 1 to 3.

The conference, sponsored by the Asean Business Forum is held in
conjunction with the Asean Finance Mnisters Meeting and the G 15 Fi nance
M ni sters Meeti ng.

"Asean Busi ness Forumis making a a contribution towards aneliorating
the current (currency) situation," ABF secretary-general Datuk Mhaned
Igbal said in a statenent.

The conference is expected to attract policy-makers, internationa
agenci es and mar ket players who are studying the current currency probl ens
fromacaden ¢ and research point of views.

"The event is going to be a precursor of a radical reformfor currency
trading and other related i ssues to restore econom ¢ and fi nanci al
stability for growth and devel opment into the next century."

Mohamed | gbal said the prevailing gloomand uncertainties in the region,
conmpounded by the global instability, affected the business conmunity
wor | dwi de.

"There is a dire need to arrest any further decline and deterioration of
the adverse trend of the Asean currencies vis-a-vis the US dollar."
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