14/ 07/ 1997

Dr Mto visit Japan July 17

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad will be nmaking a six-day
working visit to Japan beginning July 17.

This will be his third trip to Japan, the first of which was in January
to pronote the Multimedi a Super Corridor and followed by an official visit
in March.

Wsma Putra, in a statement issued in Kuala Lunpur, said anong the
hi ghlights of the working trip will be Dr Mahathir's visit of the Mtsuoka
Motors Co Ltd's car manufacturing plant.

He is expected to view the production line of Mtsuoka's sports car,
Zero 1. Zero 1 is the sports car which earned the conpany its |icence as
Japan' s newest car nmaker.

Its plant in the Toyama Prefecture in western Japan produces 99 units of
the Zero 1 a year. The car, which |ooks |ike a racing car, was devel oped
al nost entirely by Mtsuoka's young research and devel opment staff,
al though it uses an engine and transm ssion supplied by Mazda, a carnaker
wi th wi del y-accl ai med engi neeri ng technol ogy.

Besi des the Mtsuoka plant, Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to visit the
Kur obe Kyokoku Railways Co Inc in Toyana City and t he Hayashi bara
Bi ochemi cal Laboratories Inc in Kibi Plateau City.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to visit the Ckayama Prefecture and neet
its Governor Masahiro Ishii and M Katsuni Sasaki, the chairman of Ckayama
Kei zai Doyukai and president of Sanyo Shi nbun.

Dr Mahathir is also expected to participate in a dialogue with selected
Japanese busi ness, acadenic and political |eaders, foll owed by a reception
i n conmenoration of the 50th anni versary of COkayana Kei zai Doyukai

He will also attend a di nner hosted by N ppon Tel ephone and Tel egraph
president Jun-ichiro Myazu.

He will end the visit with a meeting with Nakam chi Corp president, M
Ni ro Nakami chi, on July 22.

Dr Mahathir will return to Kuala Lumpur on July 22, after a two-nonth
vacati on abroad.
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