16/ 03/ 1997
Dr Mto wait for Cabinet nmeeting

A. Rahman Gsman; Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah

KANGAR, Sat. - Al though Mal aysi ans continue to react agai nst Singapore
Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s unflattering remarks about Johor Baru,
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad refused to be drawn into
maki ng further statenents.

"I don't want to talk ... I will have to wait for the Cabinet neeting,"”
he sai d when asked for his comments on public views on the issue.

"The people's views have already been reported in the nmedia. "Takkan nak
buat referendun? (Do we need a referendun?),"” he said at the end of a day-
long official visit to Perlis.

Lee, in a sworn affidavit done privately in chanbers but which the Press
made public, had described Johor as a place "notorious for shootings,
muggi ngs and car -j acki ngs."

The controversial statenent, part of the defamation suit Lee and his son
Deputy Prime Mnister Lee Hsien Loong filed agai nst Singapore Qpposition
| eader Tang Liang Hong, drew severe reaction fromthe Cabinet, politica
and busi ness | eaders who called for a public apology and a retraction of
the words in the affidavit.

Lee, through his Press secretary, apol ogi sed unreservedly to the
CGover nnent and peopl e of Mal aysia but nowhere in the seven-point statenent
did he retract the very words that triggered the whol e backl ash

Asked whet her Singapore had responded to Mal aysi a's ai de nenpire which
expressed the Governnment's concern in the issue, Dr Mahathir said: "I
don't know. | have to wait for the report fromthe Foreign Mnister."

The ai de nenpire was handed to acting Singapore H gh Conmi ssioner Vanu
Gopal a Menon when the latter was sumoned to Wsma Putra on Wednesday.

He al so responded to reporters' questions related to Human Resource
M ni ster Datuk LimAh Lek's advice to Mal aysians working in Singapore to
return home if their contribution was unappreci ated by Si ngapore.

"The Governnment will not stop Mal aysians fromcontinue to work in
Si ngapore,” Dr Mahathir said. "Qur workers are free to work anywhere. |f
they feel that they are getting better income by working in Singapore, we
will not stop them

"And we will also not stop themif they decide to return home."

( END)
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