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Dr Murges Canbodia to be patient
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PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d Canbodi an | eaders
shoul d exerci se patience and good sense to ensure that the country's
coalition Governnment would be admitted i nto Asean

"W are watching to see the credibility of the process that is taking
pl ace i n Canbodi a.

"As soon as we are satisfied and they (Canmbodi a) continue to express
their wish to join Asean ... of course, we will give it serious
consideration," the Prine Mnister said.

On whet her there would be a positive solution to the Canmbodi an crisis,
Dr Mahathir said: "W have faced problens before and we will overcone
them "

Dr Mahat hir was responding to questi ons when speaking to | ocal and
foreign reporters after opening the 30th Asean M nisterial Meeting at the
Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel yesterday.

Among t hose present were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad
Badawi and I ndonesia's Foreign Mnister Ali Al atas. Wen asked if
Canbodi a's inclusion in the Southeast Asia regional coalition would be
envi sioned by the end of this year, Dr Mahathir said it was possible.

"I received a letter from Canbodi a's Second Prime M nister Hun Sen
wel comi ng Asean's initiative with regard to the coalition assisting in
seeking a solution to the problemof political stability.

"While | was on leave (in Europe), | spoke to Ranari ddh over the
t el ephone and he expl ained the situation in Canbodia, asking for a
synpat heti ¢ consi deration."

On Asean's view of the recent devel opnents in Canbodia, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"As you are aware, the Government with two Prime Mnisters was a result
of an international action in trying to solve the problemin Canbodi a.

"There was an el ection and the result of the election was very clear
in order to acconmodate all the parties in Canbodia, it was decided to
have a Government with two Prine Mnisters."

And, Dr Mahat hir added, if that decision was going to be term nated, it
must be done in a proper way, through el ections.

"VWhat we have seen was that the First Prime Mnister was renoved not
according to the process ... free fromforce.

"There was sonme force used and | think that is not provided in their
constitution.”

On the possibility of Canmbodia's National Assenbly el ecting anot her
Prime Mnister to replace Ranariddh, Dr Mahathir said: "Then we will have

to see if all nmenbers of the Assenbly are able to participate willingly.

"W shoul d hope those who are eligible to participate in the Nationa
Assenbly shoul d be able to do so ... free fromany formof pressure and
coercion.”

Asked if Asean would send a watchdog conmittee to nonitor the situation
in Canbodia, Dr Mahathir replied in the negative.

"W do not have such a body and do not intend to establish one... W are
not wat chi ng anybody. "

Asked what nediator's role Asean would play in resolving Canbodi a's
predi cament, Dr Mahathir said: "W are not nediating.

"Wt are merely saying that in order to join Asean, certain conditions
have to be net."



Dr Mahathir al so denied that Asean's role could be considered as
"constructive intervention", as suggested by a foreign journalist.

"You can call it whatever you want

"W are trying to be as neutral as possible and at the sane time, we
also feel there is a need to avoid the use of force in issues |ike these."

On whet her Asean should review their non-interference policy, Dr
Mahat hir said this was not necessary.

"We are still on the right track... W do not need to nmeddle in the
internal affairs of other nenber countries.

"But to join the regional coalition, it is Asean who deci des.

"Countries cannot say that they have a right to join Asean.

"It is Asean which determ nes who can join. W are not asking themto do
anyt hi ng except to accept the fact that Asean has certain views about who
can join them™

When asked to comment on Hun Sen's | atest announcenent that if Canbodia
was not allowed into Asean, he would go beyond to seek assistance, Dr
Mahathir said: "He is entitled to his say... W to ours.

"But, if we were to react to what others say and not sit down and
di scuss issues seriously ... There wouldn't be an Asean today.

"Asean does not believe in issuing public statements but sitting across
the tabl e and di scussi ng.

"OF course, we are entitled to issue statenents just |ike Hun Sen... But
that is not a formof negotiation."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether his criticismagainst certain
powerful countries in his speech could foil attenpts to attract investors
to Mal aysia, especially to the Miultinedia Super Corridor, Dr Mahathir said
busi nessnmen of those countries need not necessarily support the actions of
their Governnents.

"Conpani es have conme here and invested in Ml aysia. Those sane conpani es
are not very happy with the kind of pressure exerted by the G7/. W nust
not assume that the businessnmen of those countries support the actions of
their Governnents."

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said a del egati on of Anerican busi nessmen
who cane to Mal aysia had voiced their support for Asean's decision to
admit Myanmar into the grouping.
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