10/ 12/ 1997
Dr Murges Miuslimnations to accept chall enges of gl obalisation

Zai non Ahrmad i n Teheran

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday called on Mislim
nations not "to stay out" but to accept the challenges of globalisation in
the informati on age and to adapt thenselves to preserve their faith and
identity.

Just as the early Muslinms had adapted to know edge and cul ture around
them he said the present followers of Islamnmnust naster the changes now
taki ng place around themnot only to preserve their way of life, but to
enhance their faith as well.

"I'f we enployed our skills, we will not only survive but we will direct
the application of the technol ogi es and the concept," he told the
i naugur al session of the Ei ghth Conference of the Organisation of Islanmic
Conf er ence.

He said Muslimnations rmust not opt out and retreat like their earlier
enpires in the face of European expansi on, adding that "they | ost because
they failed to adjust to a changing world and the new know edge and skills
that fuell ed these changes."

Dr Mahathir said gl obalisation and technol ogi cal revol uti on were new
areas in which Muslimcountries were not far behind as many of themwere
al so pioneers and contributors to the new skills and know edge and new
concepts of international rel ations.

I ndeed, he said, Muslins had the opportunity to | eap-frog over the
I ndustrial Age into the Information Age and the global world and be at the
sane | evel as the others.

Dr Mahathir arrived yesterday for the three-day sunmmit which had adopted
"Dignity, Dialogue, and Participation" as its thene.

After his speech, he began his series of bilateral neetings by calling
on the President of the Islamc Republic of Iran, Mohamad Khat ami .

At the beginning of his speech, he told the del egates that even as they
were attending the conference, the world was on the threshold of a new
Western century and mill enniumand therefore Muslins should realise the
enormous chal | enges that they had to face.

But he lanented the state of affairs of the Muslimworld nuch of which
was often bogged down by fratricidal wars, instability, under-devel opnent
and poverty.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins quibbled over small things such as how t hey
shoul d | ook or what they should wear, they fought over m nor differences
in the expression of their faith

"W are forever trying to outdo each other in various externa
mani f estations of religious piety, ininventing a new world and nore
restrictive practices in our desire to exhibit the strength of our faith,"
he added.

He said the situation was as if Muslins had forgotten that Islamwas a
religion of peace, of brotherhood and of flexibility where there was mnuch
| eeway given in order that the religion did not becone a burden to the
foll owers.

Dr Mahathir said it was as if the Muslins rejected the bounties of God
inthis world, including the faculty to think because they often
considered that this world was not for them

"I't is not the unthinking enjoynment of life that | refer to - it is the
acqui sition of know edge and skills required to contribute to the
greatness of Islam the religion we refer to as Ad-Deen, a way of life.



"And because of all these, we find the ummh trodden and oppressed
everywhere and insults thrown at our religion, while we are conpletely
i ncapabl e of doing anything to protect and safeguard our honour and the
sanctity of Islam™

He said Malaysia realised its owm weakness in terns of defence
capability and has therefore concentrated on achieving econonic
i ndependence, believing that it could free itself from being pressured,
dictated to and re-col oni sed.

"Today we are not so sure that that alone is enough

"The gl obalisation of the world has changed the whol e equati on. W may
not want to accept the changes. W may want to stay out.

"But there is no way we can do this. One way or another, the process of
gl obal i sati on, of breaking down borders, will take place and becone a fact
of life," he said.

( END)
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