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Dr Murges Miuslimcountries to have own nmedi a network

Tengku Sariffuddi n; Hayati Hayatudin

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today Muslim
countries should establish their own nedia network to counter Western
medi a bi ased agai nst | sl am

He said they have the financial resources to set up newspapers and
tel evision stations including to purchase satellites.

He said, however, Muslinms have to | earn and master the technol ogy if
they were to succeed.

"We nmust al so learn the techni que of using the technol ogy in which we
are weak including all Malaysians ... to try and be nore effective in
usi ng the nedia.

"W can broadcast what Islamreally is," he said.

Dr Mahathir was replying to a question by participants during an hour
di al ogue session after delivering a keynote address at the The Islamc
Worl d and d obal Co-operation: Preparing for the 21st century" synposium
at Sunway Lagoon Resort hotel.

The Prime M nister was asked how Muslimcountries should counter the
power ful Western nedia which was bi ased agai nst |slam by portraying the
religion in a negative |ight.

Dr Mahathir pointed out that Western nmedia use the word Muslim
terrorists but not terrorists of the other religions.

They did not call the Irish Republican Arny or Peru rebels as Christian
terrorists or the Japanese as Buddhist terrorists, he said.

"If a person happens to be Muslimand conmits sonething, he is
imediately called a Muslimterrorist.”

Dr Mahathir said the Western nmedi a have the tendency to slant the
reports to serve their interests, adding that they msused their power in
maki ng i naccurate reports.

"There is a saying that power corrupts and absol ute power corrupts
absol utely.

"The media is nore powerful than a Prime Mnister and if it is nore
powerful it nust also be nore corrupt and that is what we see today," he
sai d.

Repl yi ng to anot her question, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia has rejected
several requests by the Israeli Governnment to establish diplomatic ties as
it has not fulfilled agreenents in the peace accord signed with
Pal estini an Li beralisation Organisation.

However, the Government woul d engage in efforts to bring about a change
in the perception of Israelis especially its youths toward |slam

He said the Governnment had all owed the visits by a group of Israel
yout hs and cricket teamrecently so they could see that peaceful co-
existence in a multi-religious society such as in Ml aysia was possi bl e.

He said if the mapjority of Israelis could see that |Islamwas a peace
loving religion they would reject the extrenists el enent and | eaders
within their ranks.

"W are not happy with Israel's (Governnent) attitude ... we are not
having diplomatic relations with Israel although they have asked severa
tinmes," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins in the country should not be worried of their
own exi stence provided they remain united and were able to conpete.

They shoul d acquire know edge, technol ogy and skills to enhance their
own position to avoi d dependence on others, he added.



Asked on the need for a better understandi ng between Muslins, Dr
Mahat hir sai d much progress has been made as there were now frequent
di scussi ons among the countri es.

He said, however, it was inportant discussions were not conducted with
enotion as Muslinms would then | ose sight of their objective and strayed
fromthe teaching of |slam

He said there were Muslins who interpreted Islamc teachings to serve
their interests when in fact it was contrary to the religion

Citing the killing of 42 Algerian villagers reportedly by Islanc
extrem sts yesterday, the Prinme Mnister said the killers were not
fundament al i st s.

"If they stick to the fundanentals of Islam they will not slaughter
fellow Muslins. This is the kind of stituation that Mislins now face -
peopl e |i ke these go around shouting God is Great and then sl aughter
peopl e." he said.

On the threat of inperialismin the name of globalisation, Dr Mahathir
sai d Muslimshoul d guard agai nst any attenpt to i npose this type of
i mperialism

"Muslins have no need for inperialismbut what is needed for us is to
sei ze the opportunity presented by gl obalisation," he said.

On the role of Musli mwonen, Dr Mahathir said they cannot be taken away
fromthe workforce as they are great contributors and wi thout them the
country's strength would be in jeopardy.

Worren had the skills and they contributed to the good of the conmunity
and the econony.

"W want our wonen to contribute to the econonmy and there is no reason
why wonen shoul d not work," he said.

In Mal aysia the Muslimpopulation is 53 per cent and fromthat, wonen
make up 26.5 per cent.
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