24/ 06/ 1997
Dr M wat ches signing of MoU Iinking MSC, |nfopark

Rashi f Yusof in Budapest

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, who began a two-day wor ki ng
visit to Hungary yesterday, w tnessed the signing of a nenmorandum of

under standi ng which will pave the way for |inks between the Miltinmedia
Super Corridor and Hungary's Infopark RT.

The signing, at the Parlianent Buil ding overl ooki ng the Danube River,
fol | owed a Mal aysi an- Hungari an del egati on neeti ng and tal ks between Dr
Mahat hir and Gyul e Horn, the Hungarian Prine M nister

Horn al so witnessed the signing by Miltinedia Devel opnent Corporation
executive-chairman Tan Sri Dr O hman Yeop Abdul | ah and I nre G of of
I nf opar k.

Oficials said MSC and i nformati on technol ogy were very much on the
agenda of Dr Mahathir's visit, along with tourism Hungary's privatisation
programre, and possibility of Ml aysi an students undergoi ng post-graduate
courses here.

Today, the Prine Mnister will address Hungari an busi nessmen on the MSC

MDC, the conpany overseei ng MSC devel opnent, said the tie-up with
| nfopark woul d enable MSC to link up with other technol ogy hubs in Europe,
and to tap Hungary's human resource prowess.

It was understandabl e why Ml aysia was keen to tie up with Hungary.

"Hungary is a small country with a population of 10.2 nillion," said
O hrman, "but it has produced ei ght Nobel Prize winners and it can nobilise
1, 000 engineers in two nmonths. "

He said with the tie-up, MSC now has links with simlar hubs in Asia,
Europe and the United States.

The MoU established the platformfor exchanging information, identify
busi ness opportunities for both projects and introduced educational |inks
and exchange programes.

The Infopark will carry out R& and be Hungary's centre for the
devel opnent of new technol ogi es.

Infopark is nore nodest in size conpared to MSC, covering a l4ha site
wi t hi n Budapest Institute of Technol ogy which is developing it jointly
with the University of Budapest.

According to the Hungari ans, they have devel oped t he nost advanced
technology in finger-printing identification for mnulti-purpose card,

O hman sai d.

The co-operation i dea was proposed by the Hungari ans who were
technol ogi cal | y advanced, with an i npressi ve personal conputer penetration
of 600, 000.

"I think they want to build bridges," he said, "with the npbst exciting
partner in the globe in terns of economc growth."

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah
Mohaned Ali, mnisters, senior Governnent officers and a del egati on of
busi nessnen.

Anpong those in the delegation are Culture, Arts, and Tourism M ni ster
Dat uk Sabbar uddi n Chi k, Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M ni ster Datuk
Law Hi eng Ding, Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad and
Deputy International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Kerk Choo Ting.

The busi ness delegation is |led by Tan Sri Vincent Tan of Berjaya G oup.

Yest erday, Dr Mahathir opened the International Commercial Bank, in
whi ch Mal aysi an investors hold a 60 per cent stake.

Last night, Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah attended a di nner hosted by



Horn and his w fe, Anna.
Today, Dr Mahathir is expected to visit the Videoton Hol ding, and | karus
Vehi cl e Manuf acturing Hol di ngs i n Szekesf ehervar.
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