16/ 04/ 1997

Dr Myet to find candidate for Sel angor MB post

PRI ME M ni ster and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said he
has not found a candi date to succeed Tan Sri Muhammad Muihanmad Tai b, who
resigned as Sel angor Menteri Besar on Monday.

"No, not yet. | have not found the candidate,"” he told reporters after
chairing a nati onwi de vi deoconferencing session via 28 |ink-up centres
wi th sone 13, 000 partici pants.

The Prime M nister was asked by reporters when he woul d seek an audi ence
with the Sultan of Sel angor on the appoi ntnent of a new nenteri besar.

He al so declined to conment on the statenent by Mihammad on Monday t hat
he woul d remai n as Umo vice-president and State Assenbl yman for Batang
Kali.

"No comrent ... No comment," Dr Mahathir said when asked to respond to
calls by certain Umo nenbers who urged Muhanmad to step down as Umo
vi ce- presi dent .

On Monday, Mihanmmad announced that he will remain as the Umo vice
president and State Assenblynan for Batang Kali, explaining that he was
el ected by the people for these posts and will leave it to Umo nenbers to
deci de whether to accept his decision for not stepping down fromthese
posts.

On Saturday, Dr Mahathir had announced Muhammad' s resignation as
Sel angor Menteri Besar, state Umo |iaison chief and Bari san Nasi ona
chai rman for Sel angor and Federal Territory.

The former nenteri besar is facing a charge of failing to declare cash
in foreign currencies, equivalent to A$1.2 nmillion or about RM2.4 million,
whil e | eaving Australia for New Zeal and at the Bri sbane | nternational
Ai rport on Decenber 22 | ast year.

He al so faces an additional charge of making a fal se declaration
pertaining to the cash found in his |uggage.

NST reports: Later in the evening, Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m said Muhanmad' s position as Umo vice-president woul d be
deci ded by the party.

Speaking to reporters after chairing a neeting of the Cabinet Committee
on Social Ills at the National Unity and Community Devel opnment M nistry,
he sai d:

"W have to respect his decision to resign as Sel angor Menteri Besar to
protect the inmage of Umo and the Governnent. Hi s position in the party
will be decided by the party ... it is a party matter and we wi ||l manage
it that way."

When poi nted out that Mihammad had yesterday stated that he woul d hold
on to his post as Umo vice-president until the 1999 party el ecti ons,
Anwar said Umo respected the stand.

"Muhamad has net nme and the party president and in our discussion, we
have agreed that this (vice-president post) will be handled as a party
matter."

Asked on the possibility of Umo directing Muhammad to relinquish his
party post, the Deputy Prine Mnister said the matter had yet to ari se.

He added there are provisions in the party's constitution related to its
vi ce-presidents relinquishing their posts.

On whether the party would face any problemin the event that its vice-
presidents were asked to step down, Anwar added the matter did not arise
at the noment.
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