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DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES | N JAPAN FOR CFFICIAL VISIT

By: Syed Jam | Jaafar

TOKYO, March 25 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohanmad arrived here today for a four-day official visit to Japan which
of ficials say marks the begi nning of a new rel ationship between Kual a
Lunpur and Tokyo.

A cool and crisp early spring evening enbraced Dr Mahathir and Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali as they stepped off their aircraft at
Haneda ai rport.

This is Dr Mahathir's second official visit to Japan in 14 years.

Al t hough he has been conming here al nost every year, the visits were either
private or working trips.

Dr Mahathir is acconpanied by an official entourage which includes
Internati onal Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz,
Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik and Johor Menteri Besar
Dat uk Abdul Ghani O hman.

Al so acconpanying the prime mnister is a 32-nenber business
del egati on.

Officials said ties between Ml aysia and Japan have nmatured from a
reci pient-donor relationship in the seventies and early eighties to nore of
a partnership now.

Dr Mahathir's visit is expected to give this new relationship a boost
wi th new areas of cooperation explored and identified.

Oficials said apart fromthe ongoing trade deficit issue and the need
for speedier transfer of technol ogy by Japanese conpanies, there are no
contentious issues between the two countries.

The Prime Mnister will be accorded a cerenonial wel cone at the Akasaka
Guest Palace tonorrow norning foll owed by an audience with Enperor Akihito
at the Inperial Palace.

He will have talks with his Japanese counterpart Ryutaro Hashinoto in
the evening after which he will attend the custonmary state banquet at the
Prinme Mnister's residence.

Earlier in the afternoon, Dr Mahathir will join a roundtable neeting
bet ween Mal aysi an and Japanese busi nessnen during which he is expected to
make a short speech in his role as Malaysia' s No.1 supersal esman.

He will also witness the signing of a RMW20 mllion contract between KL
PRT Sdn Bhd and a consortium of three conpanies -- ltochu Corporation, Toyo
Engi neering Corporation and Htachi Ltd -- for the supply of a nonorail
system

KL PRT Sdn Bhd is undertaking the construction of a 16km | ong el evated
inner city nonorail systemcalled PRT or People-Mver Rapid Transit in
traffic-congested Kuala Lunpur.

Meanwhi l e, the Japan Tines, a |eading English |anguage newspaper,
featured a one-and-a-half page news focus on Dr Mahathir's visit and
Mal aysi a today.

The news focus, acconpanied by a picture of a smling Dr Mahathir and a
side-bar story on Mlaysia's tourist attractions, noted that Malaysia's
econony has been growi ng strongly with its gross national product grow ng
at a rate of 9.2 per cent in 1994, 9.5 per cent in 1995 and 8.2 per cent in
1996.

Mal aysia is seen as becom ng a gl obal player, no |onger a regional
pl ayer, noted the article which was based on a interview with anbassador
Tan Sri Muhammad Khati b Abdul Ham d.



The wite-up also took note of Malaysia' s efforts in setting up the
Mul timedia Super Corridor while in the international arena Ml aysia had
contri buted towards peacekeeping by sending troops to Angola, Mzanbi que,
Sonal i, Kuwait and Bosni a Herzegovi na. -- BERNAMA
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