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DR MAHATHI R TO MEET TOP- NOTCH CAPTAI NS OF | NDUSTRY ON MsC

By: Salny Hashim

LOS ANGELES, Jan 12 (Bernamm) -- Luck is perhaps on Mal aysia's side.
Thi nk about it. Mdre than 20 hard-driving presidents, chairnmen and chi ef
executive officers of multimllion or nultibillion dollar conpanies will be

whi sked in their gleaming linos to a powwow with Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to chart the course of Malaysia's future in the
i nformati on technol ogy age.

It's easier to gather the |eaders of the world to annual econonic
sunmits or the United Nations General Assenbly. But to persuade these
Fortune 500 conpany CEO s to sit together and throw around ideas on the
mul ti medi a super corridor (MSC) for six straight hours is quite an unusual
feat.

Dr Mahathir, who will arrive here Sunday with a huge entourage of
Mal aysi an businessnen, will proceed to Stanford University in Palo Alto on
Thursday to chair the first meeting of the Miltinedia Super Corridor
I nternational Advisory Panel (IAP).

These | AP nenbers, specially invited by the prine mnister to serve on
the panel, are the big boys of business. There's nulti-billionaire Bill
Gates, founder and CEO of Mcrosoft, who is "very excited" about the MSC
and "conmitted" to serve on the panel. He's unable to attend this neeting
but is scheduled to neet one-on-one with the prinme nminister on Wednesday
and plans to attend other MSC neetings planned during the year. Hs
conviction in Dr Mahathir's exciting vision could very well have persuaded
other CEO s to serve on the panel.

But Dr Mahathir's untiring efforts in "selling”" the MSC project across
the Atlantic and the Pacific nust be given credit too. He can be blunt. He
can be candid. And he speaks in a | anguage nost everyone can understand,
maki ng his vision easier to grasp and foll ow.

The nenbership of the AP is inpressive. The list of 29 nanes, |ed by
the prime minister, includes Janmes Barksdal e of Netscape, Larry Ellison of
Oracle, Louis Cerstner of IBM Fred G uck of Bechtel, Nobuyuki |dei of
Sony, Bon Mbo Koo of LG G oup, Noboru Myawaki of NIT, Eckhard Pfeiffer of
Conpaq, Lewis Platt of Hew ett Packard, Gary Tooker of Mdtorola, and Stan
Shi h of Acer.

Thursday's session is expected to be intensive. Dr Mahathir will Kkick
off the nmeeting with a speech entitled "Building the MSC to Vision 2020."
Mul ti nedi a Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri Dr
O hman Yeop Abdullah will follow up with a video presentation on MDC and a
speech on "Devel oping the MSC as a Miultinedia Uopia."

There is plenty of opportunity for questions and answers and a healthy
exchange of suggestions and concerns. The nultinmedia conpanies' strong
concern over software piracy, that eats up billions in potential profit, is
expected to be discussed.

M crosoft's vice-president for Intercontinental Affairs Olando Ayala
said in a recent interview that the introduction of laws to control piracy
shoul d al so be followed by strong enforcenent of those |aws.

Di scussions are also expected on Ml aysia's proposed cyberlaws, which
will cover Conputer Crime, Digital Signatures, Miltinedia Intellectual
Property Rights, and the Tel emedi ci ne Devel opnent Act.

Focus on the information technol ogy industry by governnent and
industries is only a matter of tine. According to PC Wek magazi ne,

Sout heast Asia, with a population of 414 mllion and national econom c



grow h averagi ng about 8 per cent a year, is one of the nost prom sing
enmerging markets for conputer software and hardware.

About 1.3 million PCs are estinated to be sold in the region in 1996,
says PC Week. Unit sales are expected to grow by an average of 25 per cent
per year until the end of the decade, according to International Data Corp.
"That's hellish growth,"” Dennis Philbin, IDCs Asia Pacific Director told
PC Week.

Meanwhil e, the prime ninister, who will be acconpanied by his wfe
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali, has a heavy schedul e ahead of him
during his week-long working visit to Los Angeles and the Silicon Valley.

In LA, he is scheduled to tour the Todd-AO novie studio, view
mul ti medi a technol ogies by EDS for electronic governnent, address the
Hol | ywood community, neet and break his fast with the Ml aysian conmunity
in California at the Al -Khatab Mosque. Dr Mahathir al so plans to neet |ocal
busi ness | eaders and hold a dial ogue session with Ml aysian students at the
University of California in LA (UCLA).

On Wednesday, the Mal aysi an entourage will head for Stanford University
where the prime mnister will talk to potential investors and hold a
di al ogue session with Ml aysian students. On Thursday, he chairs the |AP
meeti ng and | aunches the "El ectronic CGovernnment." -- BERNAMA
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