21/ 11/ 1997

Dr Mahathir to launch world' s | argest catanmaran next nonth

PORT KLANG Thurs. - The world's | argest catamaran, owned and operated by
Star Cruises, will be officially launched by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad during the Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace
Exhi bi ti on next nonth.

The Super Star Express, the first high-speed vehicle and passenger
catamaran to operate in Southeast Asia, will be | aunched at Tanjung Ml ai
on Dec 4.

However, the RML20 million catamaran will start operations before the
of ficial launch, on Nov 25, ferrying vehicles and passengers between
Langkawi and Butterworth.

The voyage between Langkawi and Butterworth is expected to take about
two hours.

A Star Cruises spokesman said the ferry service would be expanded to
i ncl ude Phuket in Thailand by February next year.

"Wth the expansion to include Phuket, we hope to attract foreigners to
Langkawi and Penang.

"They will also be able to travel to other parts of Malaysia via the
termnal in Butterworth," he said.

He was speaki ng onboard the 5,420-tonne vessel, custombuilt by
Australian conpany Austal Ships, during a Press familiarisation trip from
West Port, out to open sea and back.

Wth a top speed of 40 knots and neasuring 82 netres, the ship can
accommodat e 900 passengers and 175 vehicl es, parked on two decks.

Super St ar Express al so has two passenger decks, a restaurant serving
hal al Asian food, a western delicatessen, a duty free shop and a
children's arcade

Passengers are provi ded headphone sets upon boardi ng, which they can
plug into ternminals in their tables and tune in to four television
channel s and two radi o channel s.

The catamaran is an all-weather vessel and has a crew of 30.

Star Cruises hired bridge officers from Scandi navi an countries as these
countries were experienced in operating high-speed cat amar ans.

The spokesman said Star Cruises purchased the catanmaran due to the
popul arity of a new concept in holidaying, called the "cruise and drive"
concept, in the United States and Europe.

"Fam lies there like to travel in their own cars and with the
i ntroduction of the vehicle and passenger catanaran, they can drive around
islands in their own cars shi pped onboard the catanaran.

"Wth the catamaran, they can also travel there faster and in luxury,"
he sai d.

The ship was built larger than other catamarans taking into account the
average Asian famly is larger than the average Western famly.

"Qther catamarans are built to accommmobdate between 150 and 170 cars,
with a passenger capacity of not nore than 700," the spokesnan sai d.

He added with the Asian famly, there would be nore people in the famly
vehicle, thus the need for a | arger passenger capacity.

Menbers of the public who wish to see the catamaran can visit the ship
at the Star Cruises Termnal in Wst Port between 10am and 5pm on Sunday.

Lucky visitors stand to wi n about 1,000 |ucky draw prizes including
crui ses onboard several of the conpany's cruise liners, and the M5 Europa,
rated the best cruise ship in the world by the 1997 Berlitz Guide to
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