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By: Mkhtar Hussain

| STANBUL, June 14 (Bernanm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed arrived here today from London to attend tonorrow s inaugural
sunmit of the group of eight Islanmic Devel oping Countries (D-8).

Dr Mahathir, who is acconpanied by his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, was net on arrival by Foreign Mnister Datuk Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi and seni or Turkish officials.

Dr Mahathir later called on his Turkish counterpart Necnettin Erbakan.

The D-8, fornmed to act as a catalyst for closer and neani ngful
col l aboration anbng Muslim countries, was nooted by Erbakan.

Dr Mahathir later attended a dinner hosted by Turkish president
Sul eyman Denirel in honour of the D-8 heads of state or governnent.

Sul eyman is scheduled to officiate at tonmorrow s sumit at the Ciragan
Pal ace Hotel here, situated by the Bosphorus Straits which separates the
continents of Asia and Europe.

The | eaders of the grouping are expected to sign a Sunmit Declaration
in the evening to be followed by a joint news conference.

Besi des Mal aysi a and Turkey, the other D-8 nember countries are
Bangl adesh, Egypt, Indonesia, lran, N geria and Pakistan.

Er bakan had expressed hope that the D-8 would grow into a strong trade
groupi ng that could becone a viable counterpart to the G 7 established by
the industrial states.

Foreign mnisters of the eight menber countries, who net here in
January to discuss the formation of the D-8, agreed to set aside political
i deol ogi es and instead concentrate on econom c cooperation to ensure the
success of the grouping which has a conbi ned popul ation of 650 mllion.

Wil e here, Dr Mahathir is expected to also hold talks with other
| eaders attending the sumrit, including President Suharto of I|ndonesia and
prime mnisters Shei kh Hasina Waj ed of Bangl adesh and Nawaz Sharif of
Paki stan. -- Bernama
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