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DR MAHATHI R ARRI VES FOR THREE- DAY VISIT

By: Abd Rahnman Ahnmad

KUWAIT CITY, April 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanad arrived here for a three-day visit to enhance bilateral ties and
devel opi ng new avenues for cooperation in trade and investnent.

Accompanying Dr Mahathir is a 15-nenber del egati on conpri sing
busi nessnen and officials. Anrong the businessnen are Malaysia Airlines
(MAS) executive chairman Tajudin Ranmli, Bank |slam Chief Executive Oficer
Dat uk Ahnmad Taj uddi n Abd Rahnan.

They include Entrepreneur Devel opnment M nister Datuk Mistapa Mbhaned,
Sarawak Chief Mnister Datuk Patinggi Haji Taib Mhnud, Terengganu Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahnmad and Deputy Finance M nister Datuk Dr
Affifuddin Omar.

Dr Mahathir was met on arrival at the Kuwait International Airport here
by acting Prine Mnister of Kuwait Shei kh Sabah Al - Ahmad Al -Jaber Al - Sabah
who is also Foreign Mnister.

After a grand welconme, the Prime Mnister then proceeded to Royal
Pal ace where he and his wife Datin Seri Siti Hasmah Mhanmad will be staying
during the Gulf state.

Mal aysia first established relations with Kuwait in 1963 and this was
foll owed by the opening of Kuwait enbassy in 1981 in Kuala Lunmpur, its
first in South East Asia. Since then trade between the two countries has
i ncreased but in Malaysia's favour.

Bilateral ties were further strengthened by the visit of the then Prinme
M ni ster Tun Abdul Razak Hussein to Kuwait in 1975 and Em r Shei kh Jaber
Al - Ahmad Al - Jaber Al - Sabah visited Mal aysia in Septenber 1980.

Kuwai t, which is undergoing a reconstruction programme due to the Qulf
war, hopes to see nobre cooperation between Kuwaiti businessnmen and their
Mal aysi an counterparts.

This is evident following a visit |ast Novenber to Ml aysia by
officials from 13 Kuwaiti conpanies to explore opportunities to inport
Mal aysi an products for the local market and nei ghbouring states.

While here, Dr Mahathir will visit several places of interest like the
Kuwai t Liberation Tower, also serving as (a teleconmmunication tower, which
is the fourth tallest in the world and the Seif Palace, a newy conpleted
government office of the Emir, Prinme Mnister and cabinet mnisters.

He will also be taken to a tour of the city which is slowy been
rebuilt following the 1990 Iraqi invasion and the ruins of war is
i medi ately noticed by a newconer to the city.

Badly damaged buil dings are denpolished to make way for new ones.

Tonorrow, Dr Mahathir will hold bilateral neeting and w tness the
signing of a double-taxation agreenent between Ml aysia and Kuwait.

He will also address Kuwaiti businessnen and hold dial ogue session
before wapping up his visit the next day.

Dr Mahathir will depart for Bahrain on Mynday, the second-leg of his
visit to the Gulf states. -- BERNAMVA
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