30/ 09/ 1997
Dr Mahathir arrives in Chile for three-day visit

Zainul Arifin in Santiago, Chile
PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad arrived in Chile on Sunday
to begin a three-day visit to the South American country.

Arriving from Cuba, Dr Mahathir was net at the Arturo Merino Benitez
International Airport by Chile's Mnister of Foreign Affairs Jose M gue
I nsul za and Mal aysi a' Anbassador to Chile Lily Zachari ah.

It is Dr Mahathir's second visit to the country, his first being in
1991.

He was received by Chil ean President Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle at an
of ficial cerenony yesterday which included weath-laying at the Liberation
Monunent .

After a bilateral neeting with Frei, they took a 15-nminute journey to
San Bernando where they attended the opening of the train station.

The train station was redevel oped jointly by the Ml aysia Sout h- South
Corporation and Chilean parties.

Today, Dr Mahathir will attend the opening of the 12th General Meeting
of the Pacific Econom ¢ Co-operation Council. He will address del egates of
the neeting at a dinner in the evening.

He will also be visiting Pirque, 45kmsouth of Santiago, to attend the
formal announcenent of the start of activities of El Principal SA a
conmpany incorporated with Chilean and Mal aysi an fi nanci ng.

On Wednesday, Dr Mahathir will l[eave for Uruguay, for a one-day visit
bef ore headi ng for Argentina.

Chile, a fellow nmenber of the Asia Pacific Econonic Co-operation forum
is one of the fastest growi ng econonies in South America with a gross
domestic product of 7.1 per cent |ast year.

It has also been invited to join the North Anerican Free Trade
Agr eenent .
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