01/ 04/ 1997
Dr Mahat hir dedicates his two awards to all Mal aysi ans

Tengku Sari ffuddi n; Radzi Sapiee

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad toni ght dedi cated the
two international awards conferred on himrecently to all Mal aysi ans,
saying that their support and contributions had made it possible for the
country to achi eve success.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia was successful because it enjoyed
political stability and its people were easy to govern, and that this had
enabl ed the Governnent to inplenment its policies snoothly.

He said there were many | eaders of other countries who were capabl e but
they were not able to carry out programmes and policies as they found it
difficult to govern their people.

"Many countries want to know the secret of our success and we tell them
They try to plan well but are still far frombei ng successful."

He sai d when Mal aysi a achi eved success, the world attributed it to the
country's | eader being efficient and having integrity.

But, he said, these two qualities alone were not enough without the
support of the people.

In Mal aysia, Dr Mahathir said, the people were tol erant and peace-| oving
and though they m ght have political differences, they did not resort to
vi ol ence to achieve their goals.

He sai d Mal aysi ans accepted the denocratic principles and worked within
the system accepting the results of elections and preferring to resol ve
their differences through negotiations.

"Mal aysi ans are easy to | ead. W have those who di sagree with the
Governnent but they do not cause problenms which are difficult to resolve
"W have el ections where opposition parties criticised us and we (the
Bari san Nasional) also hit back at them but there is no riot and the

Governnent is allowed to carry out its duties.™

In a jovial nood, the Prinme Mnister said: "Cuepacs representatives do
not resort to industrial action to back their demands.

"If they are not happy, they continue to negotiate. They accept the
Governnent's offers and then make fresh demands. "

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a di nner organi sed by the Cabinet in
recognition of himbeing bestowed the Jawaharl al Nehru Award by India and
Ki ng Faisal International Award 1997 by Saudi Arabi a.

More than 1,000 people attended the dinner at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

Al so present were his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali,
Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimand his wife, Datin Seri Dr
WAn Azizah Isnmil, Yang di-Pertuas Negeri, Mnisters, Menteris Besar,
Chief Mnisters, BN and opposition MPs, senior civil servants, corporate
and community | eaders, representatives of non-governnental organisations,
the nmedi a, trade unions and foreign mnissions.

On the awards, the Prime Mnister said: "They are for all Mal aysians. |
only
accepted themon the people's behal f."

He then spoke on foreign policy, saying that Mal aysia would continue to
strengthen ties with other nations and would not interfere in their
donmestic affairs to pursue nmutual benefits.

"W believe in helping other countries, especially our neighbours, to
succeed as we too can benefit fromtheir success

"However, if they criticise us and are rude to us, we will do Iikew se."



On Vision 2020, Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia could achi eve the goal by
beconi ng a devel oped nati on based on its own noul d.

"God willing, we can achieve our plan and it is up to the |eaders after
me to inprove and fine-tune the Vision."

Anwar, in paying tribute to the Prine Mnister, said the awards were not
only a recognition of Dr Mahathir as Mal aysia's | eader but also as a hero
of the Islamc world, a spokesman for Third World countries and a worl d-
cl ass statesnan.

He said Dr Mahathir had succeeded in transform ng Mal aysia fromthe
worl d's forenost rubber and tin exporter into a country w dely known for
its car industry as well as having the world' s tallest building.

"Dr Mahathir al so smashed the Western expectati on and stereotype that
Third Wrld countries nust followthemin order to devel op.™

Under Dr Mahathir's | eadershi p, Ml aysia nust be devel oped according to
its own mould to achi eve success.

"The devel opnment nust be based on principles of justice, virtues, the
spirit of religion and norality as well as enriching the country's
culture," Anwar said.

He urged Mal aysians to help the country's |l eaders to devel op
civilisation, disseninate know edge, work harder, upgrade the country's
i mge and fight social problens, dadah and bri bery.

"W nust continue to strive to uphold our stable econonmic growth and
mast er new t echnol ogi es.

"W nust also act fast to narrow the income gap between the urban and
non-ur ban conmuni ti es,"” he added.
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