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DR MAHATHI R RECEI VES SABAH LOG SMUGGLI NG REPORT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Moharmed this norning received a report from the Sabah Cabinet Conmittee set
up to investigate clains of log snuggling via Tawau in the state's east
coast .

The report was handed over to Dr Mahathir at the Prine Mnister's
Department here by a Sabah del egati on headed by Chief M nister Datuk Yong
Teck Lee.

The Chief Mnister also handed over a copy of the report to Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

The Sabah del egation included Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Ghapur Salleh
who is Chairman of the State Cabinet Conmittee.

The ot her menbers of the comittee include Sabah Agriculture and
Fi sheries M nister Datuk Pandi kar Armin Milia; Sabah Police Conm ssioner
Dat uk Mai zan Shaari; Sabah Attorney-General Datuk Stephen Foo and
representatives of the Ml aysian Tinber Industry Board (MIIB); Forestry
Departnment and Custons and Exci se Department.

Ghapur said yesterday that the report contained reconmendations on
rectifying weaknesses in the relevant procedures governing tinmber exports.
The recommendati ons were based on existing docunents and the Prine

M ni ster would be briefed on the devel opnents, he had sai d.

Ghapur had said that the top | eadership was likely to decide on the
position of the State Forestry Departnent based on the report.

The State Cabinet Committee was set up after Anwar directed the state
government on Jan 20 to investigate the detention of the Port Klang
registered "W Able Helmsnen" by the Sabah Forestry Departnent while it was
| oading | ogs at Tawau, which were believed bound for Japan.

The | og smuggling case had beconme a hotly debated issue with Ghapur and
Federal Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik each giving
different versions on reports of |og smuggling.

Ghapur charged that the MII B, an agency under the Federal Primary
I ndustries Mnistry, was aware of |ogs from I ndonesia being snuggled into
Sabah and the illegal felling of logs in Sabah, for export.

Dr Limsaid his mnistry had never issued any permt for |og exports
but had given tenporary approval for the purpose to four conpanies for the
peri od between COctober and Decenber |ast year. -- BERNAMA
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