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DR MAHATHI R SAYS TECHNCLOGY MUST NOT DE- HUMANI SE PEOPLE

By: Syed Jam | Jaafar

FUKUOKA, March 28 (Bernanm) -- Malaysia will strive to ensure that in
enmbraci ng new technol ogy the country does not |ose the human el enent, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad said today.

He cautioned that people who were so nuch taken up by technol ogy night
forget that they were human beings and |ose their sense of val ues.

"We hope it will not happen but in order to see that it will not
happen, we have to think about how to deal with neans of comunication
where we don't | ook at each other and yet know that there is a human being
at the other end to whom you nust not be rough or rude," he said.

"We have to avoid this and that's why Mal aysia fromearly on enphasi ses
on the hurman elenent," he said during a question and answer session wth
partici pants of the Fukuoka Dial ogue, an international forum attended by
Japanese and Mal aysi an corporate |eaders, professionals and government
of ficials.

"Technol ogy must be applied for the good of humanity and not just for
maki ng noney or for conveni ence,” he said.

Dr Mahathir had earlier devoted a large part of his keynote speech to
explain Malaysia's Miltinedia Super Corridor (MSC) which anong ot her things
envi sages a paperl ess or el ectronic governnent.

He said Malaysia actually had no choice but to go for an electronic
government as governnent's workload had increased tremendously.

For exanpl e, he said, the nunber of Malaysians travelling abroad had
i ncreased from about 15,000 a year at one time to about 16 million a year
now out of a popul ation of about 20 mllion

If in the past 15,000 passports had to be issued, now 16 mllion had to
be given out.

"Japan with a population of nore than 100 million has only about 13
mllion people going overseas every year," he said to illustrate the need
for government's workload to be lightened through the application of
technol ogy i nstead of enploying nore and nore governnent clerks.

Dr Mahathir said that while initially sonme government enpl oyees m ght
be apprehensive of a paperless governnent, it must be renenbered that the
world in fact had paperless governnents before, that is before the advent
of paper.

He said that an el ectronic government would shorten the tinme needed for
dealings with the government and at the sane tine nake the admi nistration
nmore transparent and thus hel p reduce corruption
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