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KUALA LUVMPUR, Dec 18 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad has suggested that a governing body be set up to spearhead a nore
i ntegrated devel opment of Information Technology (IT) in the public sector.

The proposed body would serve as the main nechanismto foll ow on
i mpl ementation of national IT policies and strategies and inculcate the IT
culture in the public sector, he said.

"The council that | am proposing may be called the Governnent |IT and
Internet Council (ATIC)," he said officiating at the the Prine Mnister's
Quality Award presentation and a national synposium on electronic
governnment at the Putra World Trade Centre here today.

He hoped that MAMPU, the Mal aysian Administrative Modernisation and
Planning Unit, which handl ed public sector |IT devel opnent, would consider
the proposal for inplenentation

Dr Mahathir said one function which could be incorporated into the
proposed council's terns of reference was planning and determ ning
saf equards and appl yi ng appropri ate standards.

The proposed council could also serve to expand and regul ate public
sector use of the Internet, he said.

This was because of the unlinited exposure to the Internet whereas the
government had agreed not to have a censorship policy on Internet content,
he said.

The Chief Secretary to the CGovernnent Tan Sri Abdul Halim Ali and Manpu
director-general Datuk Dr Muhammad Rais Abdul Karimtold reporters |ater
that they would take up the prine mnister's proposal

Dr Mahathir al so el aborated on the electronic governnent programe
which he said required each civil servant, from the highest to the | owest
I evel, to acquire sufficient understanding of |IT and develop the capacity
to apply the technology efficiently.

He said the National Institute of Public Administration (lntan) had
drawn up a conprehensive training progranme.

Initially nore than 130,000 officers and staff would be trained
according to their level of posts up to the year 2000

Apart from nulti-media technol ogy, Dr Mahathir said another vita
el ement which could be a catalyst in the inplenentation of the Electronic
Governnent was use of the Internet technol ogy.

"I am happy to see an increasing nunber of government agencies using
the Internet technology for instance in setting up their respective
honepages and benefiting fromthe Internet facility to enhance managenent
and adninistrative efficiency," he said.

He wanted every government agency to take note of the government's
decision that all agencies develop their own honepages before the year 2000
to ensure the success of the -- "Civil Service Link" (CSL) which functioned
through the Internet.

The Prine Mnister said sonme 50 proposals had been received from
private conpanies in response to the governnent's call to them to submit
proposals on the appropriate ways of inplenenting the Electronic
Gover nment .

The proposals were being assessed and the nane of the successful
conpany woul d be announced in February next year, he said.

"The El ectronic Governnent goes beyond the nere use of conputers in the
of fices."



"Its vision is wider in scope encompassing the concept of nore
meani ngf ul conmuni cati on between governnent officers and the government as
well as with the people and between the governnent and the business
comunity," he said.

He said the objective was bigger than nerely upgrading quality and
productivity -- to create an environnment which pronmoted smart partnership
in the devel opnent of the nation's IT.

Dr Mahathir also | aunched the "e-1ink Kiosk Awam Ml aysi a", which
enabl ed users to obtain the latest information and make paynments to various
gover nment agenci es.

The four agencies involved in the pilot kiosk project are the police,

I mmigration Departnment, Information Department and Tel ekom Mal aysi a Ber had.
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