15 APR 1997
Mahat hi r - Tel econf er ence
DR MAHATHI R TALKS ON MSC | N COUNTRY' S Bl GGEST TELECONFERENCE

KUALA LUMPUR, April 15 (Bernama) -- Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad today spent about two hours explaining to fellow
Mal aysi ans the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC) project in the country's
bi ggest ever tel econferencing |ink-up.

From a conference room at the Prime Mnister's Departnent, Dr Mhathir
briefed participants at 27 other |ocations nationwi de on the project and
|ater fielded questions from 14 of them

Anmong those who attended the teleconference were the nmenteris besar and
chief mnisters.

This is the first tinme that Dr Mahathir held a nationw de dial ogue
using the nultinmedia application.

Those who posed the questions canme fromall wal ks of life including
seni or governnent officials, businessnen, teachers, a village head and
students.

The questions ranged from how to restrict negative elenents in the
application of the MSC to how industries |ocated outside the MSC coul d
benefit from the project.

Meanwhi | e, Tel ekom Mal aysia Bhd chi ef executive officer Datuk Mhaned
Said Moharmed Ali said the conpany spent about RM3 million to organise the
t el econf erence.

The MSC, designed specifically to attract |eading investors of
mul ti medi a technol ogi es, covers an area 15 km by 50 km stretching from the
world' s tallest building in the Kuala Lunpur City Centre south to the new
airport in Sepang.

The tel econference drew positive response fromthe various nmenteris
besar and chief ninisters net by reporters after the event.

In ALOR SETAR, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid said the
di al ogue had unveiled the "nystery" of the cyber era which was now
affecting the lives of the general popul ace.

Sanusi said the state government was planning various programes to
fam liarise the public with computers,including |aunching such programes
i n nosques.

It would also provide nultinedia facilities in Public Reading Centres,
initially proposed for in five villages.

In JOHOR BAHARU, Menteri Besar Johor Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman said
adni ni strative dealings between the state governnent in Bukit Tinbalan and
district offices will be carried out electronically beginning the niddle of
t he year.

Starting next year, the state will establish a similar link-up with the
private sector to enhance performance of government departnents and nake
information from them easily available to that sector.

The state had also identified the area enconpassi ng the Universiti
Teknol ogi Mal aysia (UTM canpus, the Sultan Ismmil International Airport in
Senai and Bandar Nusajaya to be developed as an IT industry hub naned
Teknopol i s Johor, he said.

In I POH, Perak Menteri Besar Ramli Ngah Talib said the state government
woul d use MSC facilities to assist in the devel opment of IT industries and
expedite inplenentation of an electronic government in Perak.

In KOTA BAHARU, Kel antan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat
suggested that the federal governnent provide a financial grant for
Kel antan to help people in the state grasp IT nore effectively.



He said pure science classes specially on conmputer education started
the last two years in Sekol ah Agama Maahad Muhammadi in Kota Baharu would
be expanded to other state-run religious schools.

In SEREMBAN, Negeri Senbilan Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmed |sa Abdul
Sanad said the state governnent had taken steps to explain the MSC to
department heads and staff over the |ast several nonths.

In KUALA TERENGGANU, Terengganu Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mkhtar Ahnmad
said the state government would establish a committee to look into
opportunities available in IT devel opnent.

He said there were already discussions with Tel ekom Malaysia to wire up
the state secretariat in Wsma Darul Iman with fibre optic cables to
prepare for the el ectronic governnment |ink-up nation-w de.

In KUCHI NG Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud said a
Sarawak cyber-village will be devel oped to conpl enent the MSC now taking
shape in the federal capital.

He said the cyber-village will be situated the Sana Jaya Hi gh-Tech
I ndustrial Park near Kuchi ng.

“"Now we got to get IT experts to assess for us (the creation of such
village)," he told reporters here after attending the tel econference. --
BERNANMA
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