03 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r - Sor os
DR MAHATHI R TO CONSI DER MEETI NG SORCS

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 3 (Bernamm) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said today he would consider neeting Anmerican financier CGeorge
Soros whom he had identified as the "rogue specul ator” who mani pul at ed
Asean currencies.

Soros, in an interview with the New Straits Tines in New York which was
publ i shed today, had sought to neet Dr Mahathir and had denied that his
conmpany had made specul ati ve attacks on several Asean currencies including
the ringgit.

"Well, | will certainly consider it (nmeeting Soros)," said Dr Mahathir
when asked to comment on the newspaper report after bidding farewell to his
Paki st ani counterpart, Nawaz Sharif, at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah airport,
near here. Nawaz |left for |Islamabad after a four-day visit.

"We'll find out what he wants to explain,” said Dr Mahathir.

The prine mnister had said on Tuesday that the governnent had definite
evidence that the pressure on the ringgit and ot her Asean currenci es was
caused by Soros.

In the report, the Hungarian-born Soros said he would like to neet Dr
Mahat hir, possibly in Novenber when he (Soros) addresses the International
Monet ary Fund-Worl d Bank annual neeting in Hong Kong.

"I would very nmuch like to meet Dr Mahathir in a discussion in a public
forum where we can discuss our differences and he can present any evidence
that he has of ny nefarious activities,"” Soros was quoted as sayi ng.

However, despite their differences, the 67-year-old Soros made it clear
that he had no desire to do battle with Dr Mhathir.

VWhen a reporter told Dr Mahathir that Soros had also said there was no
di fference between Asian values and universal values, the prine ninister
said: "So Asian values are universal values?...l'mvery glad that he has
accepted that." -- BERNAMA
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