19 MAR 1997

DR MAHATHIR TO VI SIT SAUDI ARABI A

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad will |eave for Saudi Arabia on Friday to receive the King
Fai sal International Prize 1997.

He will be acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali.

A Wsma Putra statenent issued here today said that the presentation
cerenony will be held at the conference hall of the A -Khozamah Centre in
Ri yadh on Sat urday.

Dr Mahathir, awarded the King Faisal International Prize-Service to
Islam wll receive a certificate, a gold nedalllion and US$200, 000
( RVA95, 000) .

He was announced the prize winner for his contributions to Islam on Jan
14.

The foundation was set up in 1976 in honour of Saudi Arabia's third
king, King Faisal bin Abdul Aziz, who reigned from 1964 to 1975.

Dr Mahathir will also be acconpani ed by several Cabinet mnisters and
seni or governnent officials during the visit. -- BERNAVA
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