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Dr Mahathir urges Muslins to project inmage of tol erance

Azm M Anshar; Badrul H sham Mahzan; Mani sah | smai

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad sai d Muslins should
project an image of tolerance if they are to elimnate the negative

pi cture of Islamthat has been repeatedly painted by the Western nedia.

The Prime M nister added that they nust not show the West that they are
intolerant, fond of holding wild denpnstrations and are not intelligent at
all.

"Muslinms nust show the Jews, who control the international nedia, that
we are nornmal human beings who live in peace," he said today when opening
the KUB Tekstil Sdn Bhd factory at the Pengkal an Chepa | ndustrial area.
"Qur relations with the other races, who are of different religions, are
cordial."

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali
Menteri Besar Datuk Ni k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat, Rural Devel opnent M nister
Dat uk Annuar Musa, Entrepreneur Devel opnent M ni ster Dat uk Must apa
Mohaned, Senate president Tan Sri Mhaned Yaacob, Deputy Menteri Besar
Abdul Hal i m Abdul Rahman and seni or Umo and Pas | eaders.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned why the Government wanted the Jews to know about
t he harnoni ous rel ati ons anong the vari ous races in Ml aysi a.

"At present, they (the Jews) do not know at all that there are good
Musl ims and that Muslinms are not as insane as projected," he said.

Dr Mahathir said it was inportant that Muslins exerted influence on
Israel's politics.

He regretted that Muslins were too busy fighting anong thensel ves and in
the process ignored the plight of other Muslinms living in Wstern
countri es.

He cited the plight of Muslim Turks in Germany who were apparently
killed in several fires there.

"Qur newspapers failed to highlight the issue although the fires
i nvol ved only the homes of Turks," he said. "There seens to be an attenpt
to frighten Muslins away fromthe country."”

Referring to the Umo-Pas rivalry, Dr Mahathir said Miuslinms were
grateful that their political differences did not |ead to violence or even
killings unlike in certain countries.

"We can differ politically but Muslins cannot afford to be divided," he
said. "W al so cannot afford to be extrem sts because the people wll
suffer.”

He referred to certain Muslimcountries where political clashes were not
only confined to public rallies but had also resulted in riots, boycotts
and vi ol ence that included killings and even civil war.

On his visit to Kelantan today, Dr Mahathir described the situation as
"uni que but should not be politicised."

"I't is a good devel opnent and we accept the fact that we differ
politically but that should not be the reason for us to be divided," he
sai d.

On increasing the number of Malay entrepreneurs, Dr Mahat hir disnissed
the notion that Mal ays were unable to conduct business as there were many
who had excelled and were now nillionaires and billionaires.

"At one tinme, we alnost lost faith in our own ability in business
because we had been col onised for too long," he said. "However, we have
corrected the situation and we now know that a business will flourish if
its proprietor manages it well."



Repeating the remarks when he opened Ain Medi care Pharnmaceutical Conpl ex
about two kilonmetres away, Dr Mahat hir said the Government was
concentrating its efforts on increasing the nunber of m ddl e-class Ml ays.

"This includes giving opportunities to Governnment enpl oyees to venture
i nto business,” he said. "W are al so studying the use of franchising to
encour age the growm h of Malay entrepreneurs.™

The franchi se of Malay food, particularly satay, was one of the many
possibilities as it was a favourite Malay food, Dr Mahathir said.

More inportantly, Dr Mahathir pointed out, the gap between the rich and
the poor nust be narrowed to avoid envy and anger between the different
races.

"We have been able to narrow the gap between the rich and the poor but
greater efforts are needed to create nore Mal ay m ddl e-cl ass i ncone
earners," he said.

Dr Mahathir urged big corporations to assist the Governnent in the
process.

The Prinme M nister later witnessed the signing of two agreenents between
Ai n Medi care and Si no- Si ngapore Medi cal Disposables Pte Ltd and Renedi
Phar maceuti cal s Sdn Bhd.
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