16/ 03/ 1997

Dr Mahat hir bestowed foundation's hi ghest award

ARAU, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today received
t he Anugerah Cemerlang Di Raja, the highest award by the Yayasan Tuanku
Syed Putra, fromthe Raja of Perlis, Tuanku Syed Putra Jamal ul | ail

Dr Mahathir, the first recipient of the award bestowed once in five
years, received the honour at |Istana Arau's Balai Rong Seri .

The award was bestowed to comrenorate the 50th anniversary of the
ascensi on of Tuanku Syed Putra to the Perlis throne on Dec 5 | ast year.

The foundation, chaired by Perlis Raja Muda Syed Sirajuddin, chose the
Prime Mnister for his contribution and services to the people and nation

The honour carries a RMLOO, 000 cash award fromthe foundation. Dr
Mahat hir al so recei ved anot her RMLOO, 000 and a persalinan (a suit of
traditional costune) fromthe Perlis Governnent.

Anong the criteria for the award is that the person nmust serve the
country with distinction for at |east 25 years.

He or she nust al so possess excellent | eadership qualities and have
gai ned national and international recognition.

Al so present were the Raja Perenpuan, Raja Miuda and Raja Puan Mida, the
Prime Mnister's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mbhaned Ali, Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Shahi dan Kassimand wi fe Datin Seri Shansi ah Mohd Yassin and
State dignitaries.

In his post-award speech, Dr Mahathir said it never crossed his mnd
that his contribution to the people and country woul d recei ve recognition
fromany quarters.

"It is the responsibility of |eaders to provide their services to the
peopl e and country.

"The co-operation by the Governnment, |eaders and the peopl e was
responsi bl e for our country achieving what it has achi eved today," he
added.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia was |ucky that political stability and the
ability of its multi-racial population to |ive in harnony had enabl ed the
Governnent to plan soci o-econom ¢ programes for the benefit of the

peopl e.
He said unlike other countries which concentrated their devel opnent
progranmes only in selected areas, people at all levels living in al

States in the country were able to enjoy the fruits of devel opnent.
"Qur devel opnent strategy enables all States to enjoy the fruits of
devel opnent, " he said.
The Raja Muda in his speech said the foundation, which assists the needy
i n educati on and soci o- econom c devel opnent, had nmade the right choice in
selecting Dr Mahathir to receive its highest award.
( END)
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