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DR MAHATHI R MALAYSIA TO SIGN I TA I N JULY

By: Salny Hashim

SANTA CLARA, (California), Jan 18 (Bernanma) -- Malaysia will sign in
July the Informati on Technol ogy Agreenent (ITA), a nultilateral pact to
liberalise a wide range of information technol ogy products, Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir Mhanmad sai d here today.

Mal aysia did not sign the agreenment in Singapore last nmonth when it was
negotiated during the inaugural mnisterial neeting of the Wrld Trade
Organisation as it wanted to review the provisions of the agreement to see
if it would have a harnful effect on Ml aysia, the prine ninister
expl ai ned.

He was speaking to Malaysian reporters after neeting top executives of
33 high technol ogy conpanies, including a | arge nunber of Asian-I|ed
conpani es, from the surrounding Silicon Valley at the hotel here where he
is staying.

Dr. Mahathir said Ml aysia would be ready to "sign on the dotted |ine"
soon, he told Executive Vice-President and Chief Admi nistrative Oficer of
Appl e Conputer, GCeorge Scalise, during a question-and-answer session after
addressing the executives on the proposed Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MSC).

Furthernmore, Malaysia will not inpose any duty on the inport of
mul ti medi a equi pnent under the Multinedia Bill of Guarantees to companies
receiving MSC status from the Miltinedia Devel opnent Corporation (MX).

Among the captains of IT industries who attended this norning' s session
were from Pyrami d Technol ogy Corporation, Yahoo and C sco Systens.

Dr. Mahathir, in response to a question, said the governnent also
planned to review, and if necessary "anmend or fornulate new |laws" to
provi de venture capital for small and nedi um sized conpani es, especially
start-up conpani es involving multinedia.

In his address, simlar to those he nmade at the University of
California in Los Angeles and at Stanford University, he called on Silicon
Val |l ey conpanies to invest in the MSC and "to be our partners in exploring
these exciting new frontiers."

Earlier, Dr. Mahathir had one-on-one sessions with six nenbers of MSC s
I nternational Advisory Panel (IAP). They include Stan Shih of Acer, Jim
Manzi of Nets Inc, Scott MNealy of Sun, Eckhard Pfeiffer of Conpaq, Lynton
W1l son of BCE, and Reilly Bechtel of Bechtel.

The prinme mnister, who is heading a del egation of Ml aysian corporate
| eaders and top governnment officials on the MSC pronotion, has ended his
seven-day visit to California and will |eave for Tokyo on Saturday to
continue his mssion of pronoting the MSC to Japanese | T conpanies. --
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