17/ 08/ 1997
Dr M Use posts to inplenent policies which benefit nation

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has
rem nded Barisan Nasional |eaders not to abuse their positions but to use
themto inplenment policies for the benefit of the country.

He said the responsibility entrusted to them nust be taken seriously.

"They shoul d not be over-confident of the people's support of the BN
Governnent," he said when opening the Gerakan's 26t h annual del egates
conference at Bangunan PGRM here.

Present were Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k and | eaders
of BN conponent parties including MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong
Sik, MC president Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vellu, Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak
presi dent Datuk Leo Moggi e and People's Progressive Party president Datuk
M Kayveas.

Dr Mahathir, who is also BN chairnan, said coalition party | eaders and
menbers shoul d not be arrogant and conpl acent but instead be hunmbl e and
remai n cl ose to the people.

BN | eaders and nenbers nust al so be prepared to |listen to grievances and
probl ens of the rakyat and strive to resolve them

"It is a heavy responsibility," he said, "but remenber that it is us who
chose to be a wakil rakyat, so we nust carry out our duty."

Stressing that the people were now wi ser and matured in eval uating
i ssues and would no | onger accept themjust |ike that, Dr Mahathir warned
that the BN Governnment woul d | ose popul ar support if nmenbers were
preoccupi ed with their positions and not sol ving the people's probl ens.

"Therefore, we must work hard to ensure that we receive continuous
support,” he said. "W nust also prevent internal squabbles as this wll
only weaken us."

Dr Mahathir said BN | eaders and nmenbers nmust be able to convince the
people that it was only the coalition which could ensure the well-being of
t he nati on.

The Prime Mnister also alluded to the requests and denands made by BN
component parties, adding that the Governnment could not possibly
accomuodat e al |l of them

Citing the privatisation progranme, he said all races enjoyed the
benefits - entrepreneurs who were awarded the projects, workers and the
common peopl e who bought shares of the privatised conpani es and t hose who
used the facilities and services.

He said it was inpossible to neet the demands of all races as often they
overlap or run contrary to the interests of each other

"If those in power entertain the demands of one race only, they would
only be popular with its own race but will be criticised or rejected by
t he other races."

Thus, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent could only entertain half of the
demands of the various races, causing dissatisfaction anong them

"But they will know that the BN does not practice favouritismand wl|
continue to give their support.”

As a sensitive Governnent, Dr Mahathir said it |istened to honest and
constructive comrents which were often taken into consi deration

"In matters considered as a bit sensitive to be discussed openly, they
are rai sed at the BN suprene council or the Cabinet."

Touching on information technol ogy, Dr Mahat hir said existing approaches
and strategies in devel oping the country mght no | onger be rel evant.



"As in the past, we have to review the situation while adopting changes.
This is unavoidable if we want to continue to progress.

"I"'mconfident that if we had refused to industrialise our econonmy and
continue to depend on tin and rubber, we will remain backward and poor
while at the sane tinme, experience serious social and political problens.”
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