03/ 12/ 1997

Dr M Obliterate weapons of nass destruction to ensure prosperity

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has suggested that weapons
of mass destruction be obliterated in order to nmake the 21st Century one
that will ensure prosperity.

Qutlining his aspirations for the newmllennium Dr Mahathir said if
the world believed in prosperity as the weapon agai nst war, then they
woul d not need such weapons of mass destruction and no one shoul d be
al l oned to possess or devel op them

However, Dr Mahathir said there would still be a need for weapons to
deal with crimnals, pirates, drug snugglers, white slaves and the I|iKke.

Theref ore, he suggested that a new arns i ndustry which produced non-
| et hal weapons be created to deal with them

"We don't need to kill them W need to be able to paralyse them.. to
i mobi li se themfroma distance

"Laser technol ogy, blinding light and | oud expl osi ons have all been
i nvented and used effectively."

He said nore nore research could be done in non-lethal but effective
weapons for use in bushfire wars, for neutralising | ethal weapons in the
hands of warring parties or arnmed crimnals, for exploding mnes froma
di stance and for self protection.

"W will hold exhibitions to pronpte the sale of such weapons, of
aircraft which fight fires and cause rain to fall, of ways of creating
clouds and noving themto the right places, to render deserts fertile, to
cool the atnosphere, reduce hum dity and cause snowfalls.

"New weapons wi |l attack storns and hurricanes, cal mthe seas, generate
power and tame vol canoes and ot her natural catastrophes.

"Although it may sound fanciful, who predicted the powerful microchips,
the I aptops, the | aser beans and others? No one really. But they were
di scovered, harnessed and devel oped,” Dr Mahathir said.

The Prime Mnister, who is a great believer in human ingenuity, said the
nmost inportant thing was to identify and recogni se the problemor set the
objective. And then the concernedpoliticians would allocate the necessary
resources and in time the solution would be found or the weapon woul d be
i nvent ed.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at the opening of the Aerospace Internationa
Conference at Hotel Hel ang.

The three-day conference, organi sed by Asian Strategy and Leadership
Institute, is being held in conjunction with Lima '97 whi ch began
yest er day.

Speaking on the topic Asia and the World Century: Prospects for peace,
progress and prosperity, Dr Mahathir, who said he was not a futurist but
adm tted being a dreaner who believed in ideals, said the 21st century
shoul d be a century of the world, a new world and a single comobnweal th of
nati ons whi ch excluded no country or comrunity but one which included al
of humanity.

"This new worl d century should be characterised by true liberte, egalite
and fraternite, both at hone and within the conity of nations."

It nust consist of nations and peopl e who are responsi bl e, productive,
denocratic as well as able to show greater nutual respect, appreciation,
consi deration and concern for the interests and feelings of others.

It will also be one where great efforts are nmade by the rich to assi st
the poor in the noble endeavour to enrich one and all.



Dr Mahat hir al so debunked the i dea of an Asian century.

Stressing that his views had nothing to do with the present currency
probl ens, the Prine Mnister said there would not be an Asian century and
Asi an dom nance even though Asian val ues would remain to enrich the world
in the new century.

Dr Mahathir said by speaki ng out agai nst the Asian century, it did not
mean Asia did not have a vital role to play.

Rel ati ng the unprecedented period of peace and prosperity experienced by
the Asian region, particularly the Asia Pacific region, Dr Mahathir said
he was aware there were many cyni cs who were waiting expectantly for the
Asi an econonies, or nore precisely the South East Asian econonies, to
stunble and fall.

"No doubt we are facing new challenges as a result of the currency and
mar ket turbul ence. This setback, | nust insist, is only tenporary and
transi ent.

"I am confident, given the general resilience of the Asean region and
its strong econom c fundanmentals, we will bounce back to energe stronger
and nore robust.

"W have never been quitters. W are not going to be diverted fromthe
pri macy of econonics and our commtnent to pragmatism'.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke on the need for Asia to be able to nanage reform
and deal with changes in a borderless and nore integrated world and future
chal | enges.
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