03/ 05/ 1997

Dr M Miluzi hold tal ks on economic nmatters

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad hel d bilateral talks with Mal awi president
Dr Bakili Muluzi yesterday, touching mainly on enhancing bilateral trade
and i nvestnent opportunities.

The one-hour tal ks, which was al so attended by Energy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons and Post M nister Datuk Leo Moggie, was held at the
Sanj i ka Pal ace, the official residence of Miluzi.

After the tal ks, Dr Mahathir and Mul uzi went to the proposed site of the
Blantyre City Centre Hotel, a turnkey project carried out by G Two
Hol di ngs Bhd.

Dr Mahat hir was given the honour of unveiling the foundation stone of
t he project.

"This is a beautiful country with ideal surroundings," the Prine
M nister said just prior to the unveiling cerenony. "There is a slight
di fference with Kual a Lunmpur though ... clear blue skies and cl ean, fresh
air... you should be happy with your country."

Dr Mahathir said soon Mal awi woul d see devel opnent but he hoped that
there woul d be no environnmental danage.

He advi sed G Two Hol dings not to think of inmediate returns but to go
for long-termcomitment to devel op the Malawi tourismindustry.

"The hotel is just the neans to pronote tourism not the end," he said.
"If you charge too much, tourismwll not grow and the tourists wll
stay away."

Al so present were G Two Hol di ngs executive chai rman Dat uk Li m Huah Leong
and Mal awi Tourism M ni ster Patrick Mewe.

Later, in the township of Ndirande, Dr Mahathir perforned the synmbolic
handover of 100 | ow cost houses to Muluzi, marking the |launch of a 20-year
housi ng project, also devel oped by G Two Hol di ngs.

At |east 10,000 | owcost units costing RMB.5 billion will be built in
t he 800ha townshi p. G Two Hol di ngs has secured a 99-year |ease to carry
out the project.

In return, G Two Holdings will donate 100 units of the two-room house to
the Mal awi CGovernnent for distribution to the poor.

Dr Mahathir, acconpani ed by Miuluzi, then perforned Friday prayers at the
Bl ant yre Mosque.

Dr Mahat hir addressed the Mal awi - Mal aysi a Busi ness Meeting at Munt
Soche Hotel and fiel ded questions from Mal awi busi nessnen before touring
the project headquarters of Tel ekom Mal aysia Bhd's joint venture with
Mal awi Tel ecomto set up a GSMcel |l ul ar tel econmuni cati ons busi ness.
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