11/ 10/ 1997
Dr M W can overcone if all remain united

Rosl i Zakaria; Azura Abas

KUALA TERENGGANU, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad

t hanked the people for their support in helping the Governnent tackle the
current econonic probl ens.

He said Mal aysi ans coul d hel p overcone the problens by renmaining united
and giving their undivided support on measures to be introduced by the
Gover nnent .

The peopl e's strong support has given the Governnent renewed confidence
in overcomng the problens. Reiterating his call nade yesterday at the MCA
sem nar on strategic thinking, Dr Mahathir said the people need to be
disciplined if these efforts were to really bear fruits.

"W have plans to overcone the problens which will be put into effect
when the tinme cones. However, we nust be disciplined and gi ve undivi ded
support to the Governnent," he said.

Dr Mahat hir was addressing a 15, 000-strong crowd who wel coned himat the
Sul tan Mahnmud Airport in Seberang Takir. The crowd rallied to show their
support for the Prime Mnister in his efforts to solve the country's
economi ¢ probl ens.

In his two-day visit to the State, Dr Mahathir is acconpani ed by his
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamad Ali. He was received at the airport
by Menteri Besar Tan Sri VWan Mokhtar Ahrmad, Mnister in the Prine
M nister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hnman and State Executive
Counci | | ors.

Tonmorrow, he is scheduled to open the Terengganu Advance Techni ca
Institute in Tel ok Kal ong, Kemanan, besides neeting State Ummo |iai son
conmi ttee menbers.

Dr Mahathir said the people's strong support has helped revitalise his
spirit in tackling the current problens. He al so spoke of the attacks on
the nation's econony.

"When | see this strong support, ny sagging spirit is revitalised," he
said, to the appl ause of the crowd who chanted H dup Mahathir (long live
Dr Mahathir.)

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysi a had been col oni sed for nore than 400 years
under different masters and had even survived racial unrest.

He added Ml aysi a gai ned i ndependence because the people were united and
this enabl ed the Governent to administer the country according to its own
nmoul d.

"For 40 years we have succeeded in overcom ng various probl ens,

i ncluding racial unrest and the conmuni st threat. W devel oped the nation
with our own sweat to redeemour self respect.

"Froma country which depended on two commodities, we now have a
di versified econony. W al so have industries.

"We are now weal t hier conpared to the col onial period.

"We achi eved this because we were united and the Governnent took its
responsi bility seriously."

Wan Mokhtar told the crowd that the people's unity was the m ghti est
weapon agai nst attacks on Mal aysi an | eaders and the econony by foreigners.

He said certain parties, who envied the country's rapid devel oprnent
under Dr Mahathir's | eadership, had resorted to various neans to retard
its grow h.

"They even tried to create rift between the Prime Mnister and his
deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim" he said.



Wan Mokhtar urged all Barisan Nasional component parties to show
undi vi ded support to Dr Mahathir in his efforts to solve the economc
pr obl ens.

At a Press conference earlier, Wan Mokhtar said in yesterday's meeting
in Kuala Lunpur, all Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters had pl edged their
support for Dr Mahathir.

He believed the prevailing problens could be solved if the people joined
hands to face the present situation.
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