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Dramatic nonents in Prine Mnister's visit to Paki stan

Yusof Hashi m

MALAYSI ANS have noted with keen interest the news that Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is taking a two-nmonth break to travel
overseas, spend time witing, and conduct occasi onal working visits.

We have read of his many acconplishnments during his business visits
abroad. It also brings to light the crucial role played by anmbassadors and
enbassy staff in ensuring that the visits run smoothly and bring benefit
to Mal aysia and the host country.

The official visit of the Prine Mnister to the country you are
accredited to can be considered the highlight of an anbassador's tour of
duty. | recall the pleasure and the drama generated during the Prine
M nister's visit to Pakistan.

Dr Mahathir was arriving from Bangl adesh on the concl usion of his visit
there. Pakistani dignitaries and the various anbassadors were maki ng
preparations to go to the airport for the arrival cerenpbny when we were
informed that there would be a delay as Dr Mahathir had been caught up in
a cerenony in Chittagong

We waited anxiously for the newtinme of arrival. It was getting dark and
| was worried that the cerenony mi ght have to be abandoned. | nagi ne how
relieved we felt when the Prime Mnister finally arrived in the executive
jet with menbers of his del egati on.

It was al nbst dark but there was just enough light to proceed with the
cerenmony. It was quite a noving nonent for ne when the Prinme Mnister was
led to the dais acconpani ed by the strains of Negaraku. After he had
i nspected t he guard-of -honour, | acconpanied the Prine Mnister to be
introduced to the dignitaries. | expressed ny heartfelt appreciation to
t he anbassadors who had waited so | ong and come all the way from I sl anabad
to the airport in Rawal pi ndi

I had arranged a dinner for the Prime Mnister and his del egation at
Rumah Mal aysi a whi ch woul d al so be attended by ot her Ml aysi ans and
Paki st ani s. However, since the other del egation nmenbers, in a separate
aircraft, arrived later, their dinner had to be postponed. Dr Mahathir and
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali had their dinner with me and the
presi dent of the Ml aysi a- Paki stan Associ ati on. Wien we had fini shed
dinner, the rest of the delegation arrived. They had al ready had their
di nner on board the aircraft but were sporting enough to have anot her go!

As the Prime Mnister had visited Paki stan before, | had to arrange
sonething different. | decided to have himvisit the province of North
West Frontier, in particular the fanbus Khyber Pass. To ensure that the
programe ran snoothly | had my nmilitary attache recce the place a week
earlier.

When the Prime M nister arrived at the place he was nost enthusiastic
and noted its potential as a tourist destination. He |ater confided to his
host that he had waited al nbost 60 years to visit the historic pass.

Knowi ng the Prine Mnister's interest in the aircraft industry I
arranged for himto visit an aircraft maintenance factory. It was the nopst
traumatic visit for me to inplement. Wiile we were waiting to board a
helicopter for the half-hour flight, a heavy thunderstormerupted. W
managed to take of f when the stormabated slightly. When we arrived at the
factory the stormwas still raging on and at one point, while the Prine
M ni ster was being briefed on the factory's operations, the Iights went
of f nmonentarily.



Still, the visit was successful, and the Prinme M nister showed keen
interest in the work of overhauling jets and the devel opnent of a trainer
aircraft.

On the way back in our helicopter the sky was overcast. W were flying
for lunch with our host Nawaz Sharif. The flight was snooth but as we
approached the hill resort, a m st had appeared and covered the whol e
| andi ng area. W had to abort the I anding and return to Isl amabad.

Since the Prime Mnister's |lunch date had been cancelled, he had to
settle for lunch with the H gh Commi ssioner, me. It nust be one of the
hi ghlights of the job to have the Prine Mnister all to yourself! Dr
Mahat hir was active as usual and after lunch decided to visit the Faisa
Mosque. W nade a quick tour of the place, acconpanied only by his
security guard and protocol officials.

In Islamabad, the Prime M nister received wi de nedia coverage. In
addition to a Press conference, | also arranged for himto be intervi ened
by Paki stan Tel evision. The interviewer, an academ cian and tel evision
personality, was al so the secretary of the Ml aysi a- Paki stan Associ ati on.
In Karachi the Prime M nister and his del egati on held rounds of
di scussions w th the business sector.

Dr Mahathir's visit to Pakistan was well-received. Wth his popularity
it was not difficult to arrange it. In the course of the visit the two
Prime Mnisters net several tinmes for discussions. The lunch at the Mirree
H 1l Resort was neant to be a rel axed get-together

However, the cancellation of the lunch continued to haunt ne. | was
therefore delighted to read that the Prine Mnister, after conpleting his
recent visit tothe Gulf states, was able to nake a few hours' stopover in
| sl amabad to renew friendship with Nawaz who has just been returned to
power as Prine M nister.

* Dat uk Yusof Hashimis the former Ml aysi an anbassador to Morocco,
Paki stan and Vietnam In his career he has served in several countries in
Eur ope, Asia and North America.
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