12/ 10/ 1997
Dr M | did not say it was a Jew conspiracy

Farush Khan; Rosli Zakaria

CUKAI, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad clarified today he did not
say that efforts to i npede the econony of Ml aysia and ot her Muislim
countries are due to the conspiracy of the Jews as inplied by sone
newspapers t oday.

"I did not say it was a Jewi sh conspiracy. | said it was by coincidence
that this person (currency specul ator George Soros, who had caused the
Mal aysi an currency to decline) is a Jew and that by coinci dence we are
Muslins. "

The Prime M nister said this when asked by reporters about the
possibility that the reports of his speech on the Jews yesterday carried
"sone risks".

The newspaper reports, especially their headlines, had given the
i mpression that Dr Mahathir had bl aned the "Jew conspiracy" for the
decline in the value of the ringgit and adversely affected the econony of
sonme ot her countries. (The NST did not carry such a report.)

By reporting that such efforts were the conspiracy of the Jews, the
Prime Mnister said, the Press was only pitting himagainst the Jews (nak
bagi saya berkel ahi dengan Yahudi).

He was responding to questions at a Press conference after opening the
Terengganu Advanced Technical Institute (Tati).

Dr Mahathir said the Jews "are a very strong race" and he could not and
woul d not sinply make such an accusation

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali,
Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan
Mokht ar Ahmad and State Executive Councillors.

Wt hout nentioning Soros' nanme, the Prinme Mnister had spoken on Soros
i nvol vement in causing the decline in the value of the ringgit and the
fact that Soros was by coincidence a Jew when addressing a | arge crowd at
the Sultan Mahnmud airport in Kual a Terengganu yest erday.

Asked to comrent on foreign news agencies reports about Australia's
claimthat its application for a contract to build 27 warships for the
Royal Mal aysi an Navy were rejected because of its former Prine M nister
Paul Keating's offending remarks on Dr Mahathir, the Prime Mnister said
he was sad over such a claim

AFP reported yesterday that Australian Trade Mnister TimFisher, who is
al so Deputy Prime Mnister, stated he would raise the issue on Kual a
Lunpur's rejection of the defence contract during his visit to Ml aysia
next week.

The Australian Governnent had earlier blamed the anti-Asian canpai gn by
its MP Pauline Hanson and Keating over his offending remarks on Dr
Mahat hir for causing the Australian Government to | ose the defence
contract worth RVb. 6 billion.

The report said although Australia had | obbied for it, Mlaysia had
sel ected a Gerrman conpany to build the warshi ps.

"There is no reason for such a claim Australia nmay be as good as
Ger many, but probably the contract was awarded to Gernmany based on ot her
factors... if it was ever given to Germany."

Asked if the contract was actually awarded to a German firm he said he
had not been informed about the matter.

Asked to el aborate on the inplenentation of projects which he nmentioned
during his speech at the opening of Tati, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia had



been criticised for having so-call ed nmega projects.

"It's okay if it is true. But what they (currency nani pul ators) had done
had adversely affected our economy. Qur so-called nega projects need not
necessarily i nmpede our econony, but the depreciation of our currency did.

"Why are they so concerned about our so-called nmega projects? It's what
they did on purpose which adversely affected our econony," he added.

Asked if the projects initiated and undertaken by the Government were
not mega projects, he said they were not.

"But because of the depreciation of the ringgit, some of these projects
coul d not be conti nued.

"Actually we can afford these projects. W are not being wasteful ... we
are not building a statue for Dr Mahathir or for other |eaders.

"But we have becone weak because of the depreciation of the currency.
And because of this, there are many thi ngs which we cannot i npl enent,
whereas in the past we could afford to build even Bakun (hydroel ectric dam
i n Sarawak). Now we have becone poor and cannot proceed."

On whether efforts to cut cost, including mnisters not using inported
cars, should continue even when the country's econony is good, Dr Mhathir
said: "W should take pride in using our own products."”

Asked on the possibility that his trips overseas night be interpreted as
not hel ping to save cost, Dr Mahathir said: "I do not go overseas for
makan angi n (vacation).

"The reporters who follow me know this and say they cannot keep up with
my pace. | work when | am supposed to rest."

( END)
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