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Dr M | owe alot to Tun Razak for being chosen DPM

Ram an Sai d; Yoon Su-Ann

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said he owed a lot to
the late Tun Abdul Razak Hussein, adding that the late second Prine

M ni ster's words could have influenced his rise in Government.

The Prime Mnister said Tun Razak's remarks to his then deputy, the late
Tun Hussein Onn, could have influenced the latter in picking him(Dr
Mahat hir) as Deputy Prime M nister over other candi dates.

"I think Tun Hussein selected ne as his deputy because he was infl uenced
by Tun Razak's favourable comments on ny performance as Education M nister
at that tinme," he said.

Neverthel ess, Dr Mahathir admitted that he did not know how true his
assessnent is.

"But | think it had in a way influenced Tun Hussein in selecting nme as
his deputy,"” he said.

"I amstill sometines surprised by this as there were others closer to
Tun Hussein at that tinme".

The Prime Mnister said this when paying tribute to Razak, who died in
1976, at the launching of a pictorial biography of the |ate Prine M nister
entitled, Tun Razak: Jejak Bertapak Seorang Patriot, at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre.

On Tun Razak, Mahathir said it was difficult to be a | eader then.

"There were no cars and roads then but Tun Razak used to cycle to the
kanpungs on dirt roads".

"We are fortunate that our nation's founders were farsighted and all the
nmore so Tun Razak who saw the inportance of national unity and co-
operation between the races," he said.

"He realised the pressing need to fulfil the real neaning of
i ndependence.

"It was inperative that there was econoni ¢ devel opment to sustain the
young ent husi asm of an i ndependent nation."

Dr Mahathir said Tun Razak realised the plight of the Ml ays and
Bum puteras at that time and saw that it was inportant to bal ance the
econom es between the Mal ays and non- Mal ays to ensure | asting peace.

"Hi s New Economic Policy was criticised at that time as a neans to
| egalise discrimnation but this did not deter him" Dr Mhathir said.

"The result of this policy is what we see today, the success and
econom ¢ wealth that we enjoy".

The Prime Mnister said he felt that a book was i nadequate to relate the
history of the country's | eaders and their imense contribution but it was
a good starting point.

He expressed the hope that the book would be read especially by
school chi l dren

The book, witten by former editor-in-chief of the Uusan G oup, Datuk
Zai nuddi n Maidin, is published by Utusan Publications & Distributors Sdn
Bhd and sold at RML95 each

Later, when asked by reporters on foreign reports that the country's
econony was goi ng under, Dr Mahathir said these foreigners could predict
what ever they want.

"But the Governnent will do the best for the country.

"They (foreign journalists) have no interest in the country ... they
| ove to see Mal aysi a go under."

There are nmeasures to strengthen the econony but Dr Mahathir said the



Gover nnent need not have to disclose everything.

Asked by a foreign journalist as to why he continued to blame the
foreign specul ators, Dr Mahathir said:

"Because we know it. Are you going to deny that Soros was involved? W
know exactly who is doing all this,” he said.

Dr Mahathir had identified American financier George Soros as the person
responsi bl e for the specul ati ve attacks agai nst the Asean currencies.

( END)
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