31/ 01/ 1997
Dr M Prepare for Ml aysia beconming a centre of I T innovations

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Sharanjit Singh

ALOR STAR, Thurs. - Ml aysia is heading towards becom ng a centre for new
i nnovations in viewof its rapid devel opnent in information technol ogy,
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

Therefore, he called on the people to be prepared to face the chal |l enges
in the new era of information technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir said for the nation to achieve its aspiration of beconm ng a
centre for new innovations, the people should equip thensel ves and acquire
know edge on IT.

"That's the reason why we are introduci ng conputer |essons in schools
because we want our people to nmaster conputer technology so that we can
beconme a centre for newinnovations," the Prine Mnister said when
speaking at a reception held for himat the Sultan Abdul Halimairport in
Kepal a Bat as.

Al so present at the reception were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid and Kedah Bari san Nasi ona
| eaders.

The reception was held to congratulate the Prinme Mnister for his
successful mssion to the United States and Japan recently to pronote the
Mul ti Medi a Super Corri dor

Dr Mahathir was here to break fast with staff and students of Universiti
Utara Malaysia at its campus in Sintok, about 65km from here.

The Prime M nister said the people should realise that Ml aysia had
entered the IT era which will change their |ives and even worki ng habits.

Mal aysi ans woul d have access to various information comng from al
corners of the world.

"I'f we do not know how to censor these information, we will face the
negati ve consequences.

"But if we know how to utilise it, it will be useful and we will taste
all kinds of successes. That's why we are giving attention to the cyber
era," he added.

Dr Mahat hir expl ai ned how a conmputer could change the working style of a
person and how a job could be acconplished thousands of kilonetres froma
horre station

"That is why we went on a mission to pronote the Mil ti Medi a Super
Corridor because we want the investors in information technology to cone
to Mal aysi a,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir also criticised certain quarters who were agai nst the
Governnent's nove to establish the MsC

"Those who oppose the Governnent's efforts to encourage people to learn
about information technol ogy are people who want to see our peopl e becone
stupid," he said.

Dr Mahathir said how individuals used their conputers woul d depend on
t he i ndi vi dual s thensel ves.

"The CGovernment cannot be watching over their shoul ders... what they are
doi ng at honme or whether they are watching pornographic materials.

"It is up to the individuals and parents to gui de thensel ves and their
children to use the conputers for educational purposes."

Later, when asked on the proposed cyber |aws, Dr Mahathir said the
Governnent needed nore tinme to |l ook into the matter because these | aws
were new to the country.

"W will informthe public once we finish [ooking into it," he added.



Earlier, Sanusi, when speaking at the reception, congratul ated the Prinme
M ni ster for his success in getting foreign experts to sit on the
I nternational Advisory Panel on the MSC

"The Prime Mnister's success has becone our source of inspiration.”

Sanusi said the State Governnent woul d establish a university at Pul au
Tuba in Langkawi , which would al so teach robotics, oceanography and
tourism

Dr Mahathir and his wife also visited the Pekan Rabu where they did some

Hari Raya shoppi ng.
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