22/ 01/ 1997
Dr M MSC nission to United States and Japan successfu

Cal vin Goh in Tokyo

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad sai d yesterday his 10-day
visit to the United States and Japan had been successful in making known
the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor concept to conpanies in the two countri es.

He said quite a nunmber of them have indicated willingness to participate
i ncl udi ng Ni ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone whi ch had hel ped to fornul ate
pl ans for the MSC.

The NTT will be anong the first investors. They are particularly
interested in the setting up of the Miultinedia University and also their
own research centre

Dr Mahathir was respondi ng to questions by Ml aysi an reporters at his
suite at Hotel Ckura where he has been staying since he arrived here on
Sunday. He was scheduled to | eave late last night for Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir spent a week in the US where he spoke on the MSC to the
entertai nment and community | eaders in Beverly Hlls, to investors and
students at University of California Los Angel es and Stanford University
in Silicon Valley (about an hour's drive from San Franci sco), and al so at
a roundt abl e dialogue with Silicon Valley CEGCs of high technol ogy
conpani es.

He al so chaired the first neeting of the International Advisory Panel on
the MSC at Stanford University.

The | AP conprises 28 CEGCs of gl obal technol ogy conpani es and
i nternational nedia experts who will advise the Prime Mnister on howto
create the best possible environment for the MSC

In Tokyo yesterday, he addressed seni or executives of Japanese conpanies
at the investor conference on the MSC organi sed by NTT and this norning he
met menbers of the Japanese Personal Conputer Software Associ ation.

They have al so expressed interest in the MSC

Asked what nessage he had for the ordinary people with regards to the
MSC, Dr Mahat hir said al though the Governnment had successfully transforned
Mal aysia froman agricul ture-based economy to an industrial econony and
brought about full enploynent, "we can't ignore developnments in the field
of Information Technol ogy".

Unl ess Mal aysi ans took part actively in Informati on Age activities, they
woul d be I eft behind in their way of life, their livelihood and even their
intell ectual growth, he said.

"As a nation which wants to progress in all fields, we can't ignore
devel oprents in the field of information technol ogy because if we do so
not only will the nation not devel op further but the people will be left
behind in all fields and their incomes will not rise," he said.

"W want their incomes to rise, to have a better livelihood and quality
of Iife and what we are trying to do in the MSC will concern al
Mal aysi ans. "

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether he was satisfied with the security
aspects and the technol ogy available with regards to plans to have the
worl d's first national nultipurpose smart card.

He said they were of course concerned with the security aspect but at
t he nonent the technol ogy was said to be avail abl e.

He sai d as peopl e have been known to hack into conputers, "we wonder
whet her they can hack into the smart card as wel | ?"

He al so said that even without the smart card, people who use cash could
still be robbed.



Asked how advanced the planning was on the smart card, he said they
would try to issue it by next year with only sone of the features.
There are two Ml aysi an conpani es whi ch coul d produce smart cards for
al | purposes, he added.
( END)
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