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D-8 opportunity to consolidate strenght of Muslimworld

Farush Khan

WHEN t hey meet in Istanbul on June 15 to officially Iaunch an organisation
referred as D-8, the nenber countries know that they carry the huge
responsibility of ensuring its success. And that others are watching.

The D-8 conprise Ml aysia, Iran, Turkey, Egypt, |Indonesia, N geria,
Paki st an and Bangl adesh. Heads of CGovernnents of these countries will neet
to discuss, and hopefully, conme away with a concrete plan of action for
cl oser cooperation on a broad front.

Mal aysia will be represented by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who is currently on a two-nonth | eave. Dr Mahathir has apparently
i nsisted on sone work during his | eave.

The D-8 sunmit - the Istanbul neeting - will involve a scrutiny of sorts
fromthe participants on on-going and future efforts to pronote
devel oprment and co- operati on anmong t hem

The D-8 organi sation intends to enhance political and econom c co-
operation anong nenber countries, with a view perhaps of enlarging the co-
operation on a wider scale in the future.

The three-nmonth-old novenent, initiated by Turkey's Prime M nister
Necnettin Erbakan, will no doubt cone under close scrunity fromboth
Musl i m and non-Muslimnations the world over.

It is unfortunate that, despite all the strong words and noble efforts,
Musl imcountries continue to suffer the discredit of not being able to
preach what they teach.

They have to hel p change the perception that Muslins and Miuslimnations
are only good at fighting anong thensel ves and so are not able to sol ve
t heir own probl ens.

The conflicts in Afghanistan and the M ddle East, for exanple, have
resulted in unkind remarks being made, besides taking a toll on the inage
of Muslinms and Muslimcountries.

It is certainly enbarassing to hear accusations that the Muslins or
Musl imcountries are only good at tal king, but not being able to deliver
t he goods.

It is hoped that the D-8, after having gone through two mnisterial
meetings in Turkey since beginning of this year, will energe as a strong
organi sation able not only to help dispel any scepticism but nore
i nportant, consolidate the strength of the Muslimworld.

Leaders of the D-8 know fully well their responsibilities far exceed the
countries which they represent. What the O C has tried to achi eve, and
partially succeeded, will now be tried at a different forum albeit a
smal | er one but one which observers say have a good chance of greater
success.

Senior officials fromthe D-8 countries are already working on the
details of their co-operation to be submtted at the mnisterial |evel
whi ch begins today and at the sunmt proper on Sunday.

Though there is still no confirmation, observers are convinced that
continuous efforts to find ways to end the conflicts in Afghani stan and
the Mddle East will be discussed at |ength during the sumit.

Al so to be discussed are areas of co-operation, including trade and
i nvestnent, human resources, science and technol ogy, tourismand
communi cat i ons.

As much as they are determined to play their role, nmenbers of the group
are al so | ooking at how Iran, which has taken the initiative to end the



conflict in Afghanistan, will continue with its efforts until it succeeds.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahnad Badawi, who had attended earlier
meetings of the D8, had expressed the hope that the D8 summit, al ong
with the O C extraordinary neeting in |Islamabad, Pakistan on | ast March 23
and the eighth O C sunmit scheduled in Iran in Decenber, would pave the
way for better political and economi c co-operation.

D-8, which is mainly economic orientated, has held two mnisterial
meetings in Turkey. It is not inpossible for an econom c-based group or
association to | ook deeply into other areas - political and social
nmatters.

In not so many words, Abdull ah was expressing the hope that the three
maj or summits this year woul d be productive and bring greater progress for
the Muslimcountri es.

And to do this, Muslimcountries rmust first resolve their political
differences and conflicts which actually undermne efforts to foster
cl oser cooperation anmong the nmenber countries.

After having achieved that, they nust sit together and grab the
opportunity to work towards proving the critics wong, that is, Mislim
countries and Muslins are practising what they preach.

Opportunities do not conme their way all the tinme. They nust nmake hay
whi | e the sun shi nes.

One nust also state that the inclusion of Malaysia into the D8 is a
continued recognition of the country's and Dr Mahathir's | eadership on the
i nternational stage

Mal aysi a' s out spoken nature and political, econonmic and social success
is clear for everyone to see and the D-8 could well learn a thing or two
fromthe country's achi evenents.

Wrking within a smaller group, they may have a better chance of success
because the O C, though relevant in the Mislimagenda, is big and,
arguably, cunmbersone. If the D-8 countries make a success of their
programre, it could very well help the OCin the long run

It does look Iike Muslimcountries, through the D-8, are finally taking
steps to correct the msconception that Miuslimcountries are quarrel some
and war-prone. The D-8 nust show that all that talk will lead to sone
concr et e achi evenent s.
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