18/ 03/ 1997
Dr M It's verdict of people against court's judgenent

Anita Gabri el
BARI SAN Nasi onal candi date Mong Dagang's victory with an i ncreased
majority in the Bukit Begunan state by-election shows that voters were not
pl eased with the court's decision to nullify the previous election result,
said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"This is the verdict of the people against the judgenent," Dr Mahathir
told reporters after the launch of MEC Gty in Kuantan yesterday.

Mong, of Parti Bansa Dayak Sarawak, obtained 5,640 votes agai nst 1,025
secured by i ndependent Jack Bujang during the by-el ection on Sunday.

Acknowl edgi ng that the court had the final say on the matter, Dr
Mahat hir, however, said the decision was not quite right as the judge
hi nsel f said the wi nning candidate and his representative were not
i nvol ved in vote-buying, although it was di scovered that sone noney had
changed hands.

"Whet her or not it was for that the candi date or opposi ng candi date we
don't know," he said, when asked to comment on the natter

Dr Mahat hir expressed concern that it was quite possible that people
woul d del i berately hand over noney to a candi date and snap a picture of
the incident and later use it to allege corruption agai nst hi mduring
el ection.
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