27/ 02/ 1997

Drinking fromthe sane wel

QUESTI ON:  Rel ati ons between Thail and and Mal aysi a have al ways been very
cl ose and constructive. What is your Government's priority and policy in
fostering stronger relations with Mal aysia and Asean?

Answer: When | delivered ny Governnent's policy statement before
Parliament | ast Decenber, Thailand' s relations with her nei ghbours was one
of our top priorities.

| fully agree with you that the rel ati ons between Thail and and Ml aysi a
have al ways been very close and constructive. | recall, as a forner
sol dier, that Thai and Mal aysian security forces risked their lives to
successfully overconme the Communi sts i nsurgency problemin the 60s and
70s.

Because cooperation since then has expanded and deepened to cover nany
areas of mutual interests, the Thai-Mlaysian Joint Commr ssion was
established in 1987, the first such body that Thailand has with
nei ghbouri ng countri es.

If one takes a broader view, one can see that fromthe Governnent's side
there exists quite a nunber of nmechani sms which foster closer cooperation
bet ween Thai | and and Mal aysi a.

Some of themwere created to specifically deal with border issues while
others were set up to facilitate closer contact between our private
sectors and enhance trade and econom ¢ cooperati on.

| intend to encourage nore cooperation between the private sector in
both countries and | look forward to discussing this matter with Prine
M ni ster Mahathir.
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