20/ 08/ 1997
Dr M Cut inport of heavy nmachinery

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUCHI NG Tues. - The Governnent will be forced to i npose restrictions on
i mports, especially of heavy machinery for the construction industry, if
traders do not reduce themvoluntarily, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

Dr Mahat hir said he was saddened by the attitude of traders especially
those dealing with nmachinery.

"Because they have the noney, they inport unnecessary things, especially
construction nmachi nery |i ke nechani cal hose and excavators.

"Al t hough the new nachinery are still good, they still inport new
nmachi nes.

"I'f you keep this bad habit, the deficit will remain. W must realise
that this deficit is a national problemand will affect the traders
t hemsel ves.

"At the nonment all they see is the fact that they can sell these things
and make quick profits," Dr Mahathir said when asked whet her the 1998
Budget proposal woul d contain new nmeasures to reduce inmports which
contributed to the bal ance of paynents deficit. Dr Mahathir was speaki ng
to reporters at the Kuching International Airport at the end of his two-
day visit to Sarawak.

He said these traders were causing an increase in the bal ance of
paynents deficit.

"They nmust co-operate because when we don't have a problemin the
bal ance of paynents, the econony will grow faster and they will get better
benefits.

"But they only see short-termprofits and go on pronoti ng new machi nes. "

Dr Mahathir said big projects would continue despite efforts by
"international crooks" to underm ne the country's econony.

"They (the projects) will be inplenmented in a way which takes into
consi deration the sabotage that has been carried out by these
i nternational crooks.

"These are international crooks who are trying to sabotage us.

"Of course they say | amrather intenperate in ny views, but | am
dealing with crooks so | have to be intenperate. People who rob the poor
are not the best kind of people.

"They are not even Robin Hoods. At | east Robin Hood robbed fromthe rich
to give to the poor but these people rob fromthe poor to enrich the rich.

"They have mllions of dollars already. They cheated the British
Governnent of ST& billion (RMB.86 billion) | think they should settle
down and prepare thenselves for their future lives in the other world.

"Please wite that. Don't be afraid. If they sue (you), | will be quite
willing to appear in court."

Dr Mahathir al so di smssed clains that Ekran Berhad, the proponent of
the RML5 billion Bakun Hydroel ectric Dam project in Sarawak, wanted to
wi t hdraw fromthe project.

"There is no truth to the runmour," he said.
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