25/ 01/ 1997

Dr M Siti Hasmah break fast with children from or phanages

EAGER FOR THEIR TURN... Children fromvarious orphanages in the Federal
Territory queuing up to neet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali before breaking fast at the Tabung
Haji building in Kuala Lunpur, yesterday.

The function was organi sed by the Persatuan Kebaji kan Anak-anak Yatim
I sl am of the Federal Territory.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah shook hands and spoke briefly with all
the children who were present before breaking fast with them

Twenty-five of the orphans recei ved RML40 "duit raya" each fromDr Siti
Hasmah. The noney was donated by vari ous organi sati ons and i ndi vi dual s.

The association's deputy president Tan Sri Mohd Amin Osman sai d under
the Hari Raya aid schene, established in March 1981, RVB75, 000 had been
given out to orphans. This year RMB4, 000 was given to 600 orphans.

At the function, Dr Mahathir, on behal f of the association, received
cheques for donations froman individual and two associ ati ons.

Presenting a cheque to the Prine Mnister on behalf of the Association
of Wves of Mnisters and Deputy Mnisters (Bakti) was its welfare
comm ttee chairperson, Toh Puan Dr Ai shah Ong. The ot her cheque was from
the Baitul mal .

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said Muslins in the country should discard
the notion that they should only hel p Misli ns.

"In time of need, Muslinms should al so assi st non-Mislins," he said,
addi ng that Muslins had gladly accepted aid fromnon-Mislinms during
hardshi p and so shoul d not adopt the attitude that non-Mislins did not
need hel p.

( END)
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