04/ 08/ 1997

Dr M | amconsidering Soros' request for neeting

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is considering
American currency trader George Soros' request for a neeting to clarify
the latter's position after being identified as a "rogue specul ator™.

Soros had sought a neeting with the Prime Mnister after Dr Mahathir
identified himas the person who had mani pul at ed Sout heast Asi an
currenci es to discourage and puni sh countries in the region for adm tting
Myanmar into Asean.

"Well, I will consider it certainly. | want to find out what he can
contribute,” Dr Mahathir said told reporters after he bade farewell to
Paki stani Prime M nister Nawaz Sharif who was here for a three-day
official visit.

Soros had asked for a neeting in an interviewwith the New Straits
Ti mes. Soros, 67, had al so suggested a public discussion with Dr Mahathir
on the issue.

Soros al so deni ed his conpany had nade specul ative attacks on severa
Sout heast Asi an currencies, including the ringgit.

On Soros' statement that there was no difference between Asian and
uni versal values, the Prine Mnister said: "So Asi an val ues are uni versa
values? | amvery glad that he accepts that."

When asked to comment on Soros' statenent that he was unsure whet her the
i ntervi ew woul d appear in Ml aysia due to censorship and governnment
control of the Malaysian nedia, Dr Mahathir said: "Yes, of course, the
medi a here is under censorship and controlled by the Governnent.

"That is why we have so many peopl e attacking the Governnment, especially
in the vernacular Press ... the Chinese and Indian Press are al ways
attacki ng the Government."
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